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PREFACE. 

The  writer  of  this  Httle  book  did  not 
originate  the  beautiful  and  wonderful  things 
which  he  thinks  it  contains.  They  are  truths 
from  the  Word  of  Truth — he  did  not  invent 
or  discover  them.  They  have  been  learned, 
brought  forth  and  published,  in  different 
forms,  by  various  persons,  in  past  years. 

From  the  timely  truths  which  God  has 
made  known  to  some  of  his  studious  children, 
the  present  writer  has  only  chosen  such  parts 
as  he  deems  of  most  importance  to  be  put 
into  a  short  and  simple  message  to  all  men 
and  women  to-day.  He  is  responsible  only 
for  the  form  of  their  presentation  in  this  book 
— such  form  as  he  found  desirable  in  trying 
to  carry  to  others  the  good  tidings  which  has 
so  cheered  and  brightened  his  own  life. 

Do  not  fear  that  any  part  of  this  news  is 
''too  good  to  be  true.'^  Both  Scripture  and 
reason  confirm  it.     Honest,  earnest  inquiry, 


and  hard  trial,  and  stress  of  years,  have 
proved  to  many  that  this  faith  has  soHd 
rock  on  which  to  stand.  If  some  things 
come  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  which  cause 
him  to  fear  that  the  Word  of  God  does  not 
confirm  all  of  this  good  tidings,  let  him  be 
assured  that  many  a  one  has  already  seen 
and  met  all  his  supposed  difficulties — and 
has   seen   them  vanish   away! 

''Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is 
good/^ 

May  the  messages  of  this  book  bring  as 
much  joy,  and  peace,  and  strength  to  endure 
trial,  and  steadfast  hope,  to  many  others  as 
they  have  to  The  Writer. 
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GLEAMS  OF  SUNSHINE 
FOR  HEARTS  IN  SHADOW 

CHAPTER  I. 

GLEAMS  OF  SUNSHINE. 

To  the  anxious  occupants  of  a  little  boat, 
which  has  long  been  drifting  in  darkness 
and  storm,  daybreak  comes,  bringing  the 
assurance  that  the  storm  is  passing  away 
and  that  a  ship  to  rescue  them  is  at  hand. 
So,  we  hope,  some  messages  from  this  book 
will  come  to  those  who  realize  the  seriousness 
of  the  situation  in  ''this  present  evil  age,'' 
and  who  with  troubled  hearts  question  as  to 
when  and  how  deliverance  will  come. 

Sin  shall  not  always  drag  down  and 
destroy  the  children  of  men.  Evil  shall 
not  always  prevail  over  good,  nor  error 
triumph  over  truth.  All  the  true  joys  of 
life  will  be  multiplied;  all  its  trials  and 
woes  shall  be  driven  away. 
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The  world  will  soon  (after  a  great  crisis) 
be  brought  to  a  condition  so  much  better 
that  with  it  the  present  condition  can  hardly 
be  compared.  The  Church  of  Christ  will 
presently  enter  upon  a  life  of  glory  and  a 
work  of  blessing  such  as  tongue  has  never 
told. 

What  are  the  foundations  for  these  state- 
ments .?  What  is  the  evidence  that  these 
promises  will  prove  true  ^  Let  us  together 
look  into  the  matter  to  test  its  truth.  It  will 
not  take  very  long  to  set  forth  the  principal 
points  in  simple  form,  leaving  many  deeply 
interesting  particulars  and  details  to  be 
considered  in  due  time.  But  before  express- 
ing more  fully  the  truths  of  the  message,  let 
us  consider  the  situation  and  prepare  the 
way. 

The  darkness  and  trouble  began  long  ago, 
when  our  first  parents  disobeyed  God  and 
brought  death  into  the  world — death  which, 
with  its  connected  and  accompanying  suffer- 
ing, passed  upon  all. 

That  shadow  has  never  been  altogether 
driven  away.  Language  would  fail  to 
picture  all  the  sorrow,  grief  and  pain  that 
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have  been  endured  by  the  untold  milHons 
who  have  gone  down  into  the  tomb;  would 
fail  to  picture  the  heartbreak,  anguish  and 
gloom  which,  in  spite  of  all  the  world's 
boasted  "progress,"  fill  the  earth  even  in 
this  our  day.  Into  the  hearts  of  some  of 
the  children  of  men,  it  is  true,  a  light  and  a 
hope  have  come  which  have  done  much  to 
change  the  whole  aspect  of  things  for  them; 
but  to  many  even  of  these  the  light  is  much 
obscured,  and  their  hearts  are  correspond- 
ingly heavy;  while  concerning  the  mass  of 
mankind  in  general  the  words  are  true, 
''Darkness  covers  the  earth/'  The  shadow 
is  far-reaching  and  deep. 

From  where  do  the  gleams  of  sunshine 
come  ^  From  the  words  of  him  who  since 
earliest  days  was  known  by  his  chosen 
people  as  Jehovah,  the  Almighty,  the  Creator, 
praised  for  ''his  strength  and  his  wondrous 
works  that  he  hath  done;"  but  whom  we  are 
privileged  to  call  our  Heavenly  Father;  the 
embodiment  of  power,  wisdom,  justice  and 
love.  And  these  gleams  are  shed  forth  also 
from  the  words  of  his  Son,  who  is  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Almighty  One,  and  who  was 


10  GLEAMS  OF  SUNSHINE 

his  agent  in  the  work  of  universal  creation. 
'^Without  him  was  not  anything  made  that 
was  made.''  He  Hved  in  glory  with  the 
Father  before  the  world  was;  he  became 
''the  man  Christ  Jesus/'  holy,  undefiled, 
separate  from  sinners  yet  the  Friend  of 
sinners,  the  Lamb  of  God  who  canceled  the 
penalty  of  death  which  was  upon  all  mankind 
by  the  gift  of  his  own  life;  then  the  highly 
exalted  one,  with  a  name  that  is  above  every 
other  name  on  earth  or  in  heaven,  excepting 
the  name  of  God  alone. 

Whose  are  the  shadowed  hearts  to  be  most 
blessed  now  by  the  shining  light .?  Those  of 
the  earnest  children  of  God  who  long  to 
know  more  fully  what  is  his  will  and  design 
concerning  them  and  the  world  around  them. 
They  see  so  much  to  perplex  them.  They 
see,  even  in  what  are  called  Christian  nations, 
great  corruption,  injustice  and  wickedness  in 
high  stations,  among  rulers;  great  prepara- 
tions for  war,  with  all  its  improved  enginery 
of  destruction;  great  wealth  and  distressing 
poverty  side  by  side.  They  see  deplorable 
evils  flourishing  in  the  social  system,  and 
growing  in  power  despite  the  efforts  which 
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by  some  are  put  forth  for  their  suppression 
and  overthrow.  They  see  many  who  bear 
the  name  of  Christ  yet  who  are  not  faithful 
to  him,  but  who,  by  false  doctrine  or  by 
blamable  conduct,  bring  reproach  upon  his 
Church  and  discredit  upon  the  Word  of  God. 
They  see  among  the  people  of  the  world 
turmoil,  confusion,  violence,  dreadful  crime — 
a  race  and  struggle,  selfish,  giddy,  blind — and 
see  them  going  down  ^Sn  Christless  despair" 
to  the  ever-waiting  grave. 

It  is  not  strange,  then,  that  if  these  children 
of  God  have  not  caught  in  all  its  fullness 
the  light  shining  from  his  Word,  they  are 
moved  to  cry  ''O  Lord,  how  long!"  What 
is  to  be  the  end  of  all  this  ^  When  shall  we 
see  thy  salvation  ?  When  will  the  true 
Light  enlighten  every  man  that  cometh  into 
the  world  ?  What  and  when  is  to  be  the 
kingdom  for  which  we  have  prayed:  "Thy 
kingdom  come;  thy  will  be  done  on  earth"  ? 


**  Lo!  the  day  of  God  is  breaking. 

See  the  gleaming  from  afar. 
Sons  of  earth,  from  slumber  waking. 

Hail  the  bright  and  morning  star." 


CHAPTER  II. 

A  WONDERFUL  PLAN. 

A  man  of  great  wealth  was  moved  in  his 
heart  to  construct  an  immense  building 
which  should  serve  as  a  storehouse  for 
treasures  of  nature  and  art,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  fellow  men.  In  it  were  to  be  contained 
a  great  public  library;  a  wonderful  museum 
of  rare  things  of  earth  and  sea  and  air,  with 
paintings  and  sculpture  and  samples  of  all 
the  arts  and  craftsmanship  of  man;  a  great 
music  hall  with  a  grand  organ  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  in  whom  ''concord  of  sweet 
sounds"  delights  the  soul. 

A  famous  architect  prepared  the  plan  for 
this,  which  was  meant  to  be  a  building  of 
such  grandeur  as  to  be  admired  by  all  the 
world.  Its  broad  area  and  great  height;  its 
massive  stone  walls  and  graceful  towers;  its 
galleries  and  corridors  and  stairs;  its  entrance 
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halls  of  polished  marble  of  many  a  hue;  its 
carved  names  of  great  men  and  women  of 
the  earth  with  statues  in  marble  and  bronze 
— the  impressive  effect  of  the  finished  build- 
ing, and  likewise  every  detail  of  its 
construction — were  all  in  the  mind  of  the 
designer  first,  while  the  site  which  it  was  to 
cover  was  yet  only  vacant  land. 

The  work  was  begun — by  digging  a  great, 
unsightly  hole  in  the  ground!  And  for  a 
long  time  those  who  passed  by  saw  masses 
of  stone,  earth  and  rubbish,  apparently  in 
great  confusion,  on  all  sides.  There  were 
creaking  machines  digging  and  hoisting; 
smoking  furnaces  and  puffing  engines;  chips 
and  dust  made  by  the  workmen  as  they 
fashioned  each  piece  for  its  appointed  place. 
But  the  uninstructed  observer,  one  who  had 
never  seen  such  work  and  its  outcome,  would 
wonder  at  the  disorder,  would  lament  the 
waste  of  labor  and  treasure,  would  be  dis- 
tressed by  the  failure  which  he  thought  was 
made  manifest  by  all  that  he  saw. 

But  years  rolled  by;  the  building  was 
complete.  There  was  a  notable  gathering 
of  noble  and  learned  men  and  women  from 
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many  lands,  to  dedicate  to  its  high  purpose 
this  product  of  the  riches,  power,  benevolence, 
skill  and  patience  of  man.  Their  pleasure 
was  great,  their  praises  were  loud,  when 
they  saw  its  wonderful  beauty  and  perfect 
adaptation  to  all  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  designed,  and  thought  of  the  enjoyment 
and  blessing  to  countless  thousands  which 
it  would  provide.  But  happy  and  rejoicing 
above  all  others  were  the  rich  donor  of  this 
admirable  structure,  the  designer  and  the 
builder  under  whose  hands  the  work  had 
been  brought  to  a  successful  close. 

This  is  a  faint  illustration  of  the  beginning, 
progress  and  outcome  of  the  plan  of  God- 
wise,  benevolent  and  wonderful — for  the 
blessing  and  everlasting  happiness  of  all  his 
creatures  who  will  come  into  harmony  with 
him — whether  human  beings  on  earth  or 
angelic,  spirit  beings  throughout  his  universal 
creation.  When  in  due  time  he  has  cleared 
away  all  traces  of  sin  and  evil  which  now 
cumber  the  earth,  and  there  stand  revealed, 
on  foundations  broad  and  deep,  in  matchless 
beauty  which  will  forever  endure,  the  "city'V 
which  he  has  prepared  for  the  sons  of  men 
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and  the  "temple'^  of  his  chosen  ones;  when 
they  reaHze  the  grandeur  and  subHmity  of  the 
work  which  Jehovah  has  accompHshed  by 
the  hands  of  his  beloved  Son,  his  Agent  in 
creation,  "without  whom  was  not  anything 
made  that  was  made/'  with  happy,  grateful 
hearts  will  they  exclaim  "What  hath  God 
wrought!''  and  in  contemplation  of  the 
wonders  of  creation,  redemption,  salvation, 
eternal  life,  immortality,  they  will  be  "  Lost 
in  wonder,   love   and    praise." 

It  is  but  natural  to  suppose  that  he  who 
spread  out  the  visible  creation  in  not  only  its 
grandeur  and  beauty  but  also  its  order  and 
harmony,  through  the  wide  extent  of  space, 
also  arranged  a  plan  for  the  completion 
and  continuance  of  his  handiwork,  both  ani- 
mate and  inanimate,  material  and  spiritual, 
through  the  long  ages  in  which  it  should 
exist  to  his  praise  and  glory.  And  revelation 
confirms  what  reason  suggests:  he  has  a  plan. 
''Declaring  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and 
from  ancient  times  things  that  are  not  yet 
done;  saying.  My  counsel  shall  stand,  and  I 
will  do  all  my  pleasure." — Isa.  46: 10. 
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Moreover,  we  are  not  left  altogether  in 
ignorance  of  his  designs.  Paul  speaks  of  the 
Creator  as  ''having  made  known  unto  us  the 
mystery  of  his  will,  according  to  his  good 
pleasure,  which  he  hath  purposed  in  himself/' 
— Eph.  1:9.  "By  him  [Christ  Jesus]  he 
made  the  ages,''  says  Paul  in  the  beginning 
of  Hebrews.  "All  things  were  created  by 
him,  and  for  him." — Col.  i :  16.  The  design 
of  God  the  Father  in  the  ages  is  that  he  may 
reveal  himself  fully  to  his  children,  and  give 
them  the  highest  enjoyment  of  his  favor  and 
love. 

The  word  "world"  in  the  Bible  is  some- 
times translated  from  the  Greek  word 
which  means  age  or  dispensation;  some- 
times from  that  which  means  order, 
arrangement,  state  of  things. 

The  first  world  begins  with  man's  history 
and  ends  with  the  flood.  We  read  in  2  Peter 
3:6 — "The  world  that  then  was,  being 
overflowed  with  water,  perished." 

The  second  world,  or  "the  heavens  that 
now  are,  and  the  earth"  (verse  7),  begins 
at  the  flood  and  reaches  to  the  second  coming 
of  our  Lord,  at  the  end  of  the  gospel  age. 
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The  third  world,  or  the  "new  heavens  and 
new  earth/'  begins  when  the  second  world 
ends,  and  includes  all  ages  to  come. 

The  second  of  these  worlds  has  three 
subdivisions,  each  higher,  brighter,  fuller 
than  the  preceding.  These  are  the  Patri- 
archal Age,  the  Jewish  Age,  the  Gospel  Age. 

The  third  world  also  has  ages — ages  of 
development,  perfection  and  blessedness,  in 
which  God  will  show  forth  the  exceeding 
riches  of  his  grace. — Eph.  2:6,  7.  The  first 
of  these  is  the  thousand  years  in  which  our 
Lord  will  reign  over  all  the  earth  as  his 
kingdom;  before  the  close  of  which  "The 
earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of 
Jehovah,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea.'' — 
Isa.  11:9.  That  this  is  not  the  only  age 
of  the  happy  future  we  may  know  from 
the  Apostle's  expression,  "In  the  ages  to 
come." 

This  outline  of  God's  plan  in  the  resto- 
ration of  fallen  man  places  the  ages  and 
dispensations  clearly  before  us,  and  the 
Scripture  passages  relating  to  each  of  them 
can  be  more  properly  and  more  easily 
apphed. 
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Of  the  periods  of  the  ''present  evil  world/' 
let  us  notice  first  the  patriarchal  or  one-man 
age,  from  the  flood  to  the  death  of  Jacob. 
God  has  from  the  beginning  made  a  choice 
of  individuals  for  special  purposes;  there  is 
indeed  an  ''election''  or  selection  of  instru- 
mentalities to  carry  out  his  wise  designs. 
Paul  mentions  but  three  men  of  faith  in 
1656  years  before  the  flood:  Abel,  Enoch  and 
Noah.  In  the  patriarchal  age  are  Abraham, 
chosen  as  the  father  of  the  faithful;  Isaac, 
preferred  above  Ishmael;  and  Jacob,  favored 
rather  than  Esau. 

Next  comes  the  Jewish  age,  from  the 
organization  of  the  tribes  as  a  nation,  after 
the  death  of  Jacob,  to  their  being  "left 
desolate"  by  Christ  our  Lord.  The  spirit 
of  favor  or  election  continues,  and  Israel  is 
a  chosen  nation  from  among  many  and 
greater   ones. 

The  gospel  age  begins  at  the  coming  of 
Jesus,  at  his  baptism,  at  his  death  and 
resurrection,  or  specially  and  fully  at  Pente- 
cost, and  it  reaches  to  the  second  coming 
of  the  Lord.  The  choosing  of  the  Church, 
"a   people    for  his    name,"   in   this    period, 
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shows  the  continuance  of  election;  but  we 
shall  yet  see  in  surprising  beauty  our 
Heavenly   Father's   free   grace. 

What  is  the  object  of  this  favor  or  election  ? 
In  the  Jewish  age  the  object  was  the  formation 
of  the  history  of  a  typical  people,  whose 
experiences  should  be  a  model  or  ''shadow'^ 
of  Christian  life  for  the  Church  in  this  later 
age.  Also,  among  them  the  Bible  was  to  be 
written — the  medium  for  the  communication 
of  the  Spirit;  written  by  prophets  and  bards 
"Unto  whom  it  was  revealed  that  not  unto 
themselves,  but  unto  us^  they  did  minister." 
— I  Peter  i :  12. 

In  the  gospel  age,  the  election  or  favor  of 
God  extended  among  the  gentile  nations  of 
earth  is  "to  take  out  of  them  a  people  for 
his  name"  (Acts  15:14) — to  choose  a  bride 
for  Christ,  the  Anointed  One.  As  the  chief 
servant  of  Abraham  was  sent  into  a  far 
country  to  choose  a  wife  for  Isaac,  the  son 
of  promise,  so  the  Holy  Spirit,  messenger  of 
the  Father,  since  Pentecost  selects  a  bride 
for  him  who  was  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God.  This,  and  not  the  conversion  of  all 
the  world,  is  the  work  of  the  gospel  age. 
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Some  think  that  God's  plan  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  world  is  to  be  completed  in  this 
age;  that  nothing  is  to  be  hoped  for  beyond. 
But  thus  thought  the  Jewish  people,  also, 
concerning  their  age.  They  remembered 
the  promise  to  Abraham,  ^'In  thee  and  in 
thy  seed  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
be  blessed"  (Gen.  28:14),  and  they  felt  that 
through  them  alone  would  the  fulfillment  of 
that  promise  come.  But  in  God's  wise 
and  wonderful  design  there  were  yet  other 
agencies  to  have  a  part. 

Who,  then,  is  this  promised  seed  ?  Let 
the  Apostle  Paul  answer:  ''Which  seed  is 
ChrisC'—G2i\,  3:16. 

When  the  hearts  of  our  first  parents  were 
in  the  shadow  of  condemnation  for  dis- 
obedience, they  heard  the  words  of  God  to 
the  tempter,  the  serpent,  saying  that  the 
offspring  of  the  woman  ''shall  bruise  thy 
head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his  heel."  Here 
was  the  first  gleam  of  sunshine  after  sin 
entered.  For  the  promise  was  that  one 
should  come  who  would  bruise  the  head  of 
Satan,  "that  old  serpent" — destroy  evil, 
bringing  again  life,  and  love,  and  peace. 
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Christ  is  "Head  over  all  things  to  the 
Church,  which  is  his  body." — Eph.  1:22. 
The  figure  of  a  man  well  represents  the 
promised  seed — Jesus,  the  Christ  (the 
Anointed),  being  the  head  and  the  Church 
his  body,  as  is  so  fully  represented  by  Paul. 
Therefore,  when  he  tells  us  that  the  promised 
seed  of  Abraham  is  Christ,  he  refers  to 
more  than  Jesus  alone.  "They  which  are  of 
faith,  the  same  are  the  children  of  Abraham." 
And  to  the  Church  he  writes:  "If  ye  are 
Christ's,  then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed,  heirs 
according  to  promise." — Gal.  3:7,  29. 

Now  we  see  why  all  the  world  was  not 
blessed  and  Satan's  power  crushed  when  our 
Lord  Jesus  was  glorified,  nearly  nineteen 
hundred  years  ago.  He  became  the  glorious 
Head,  but  the  Church  must  become  the 
glorious  body,  thus  completing  the  promised 
agent  of  blessing.  So  the  gospel  age  follows, 
and  the  selection  of  those  who  will  consecrate 
and  sacrifice  themselves,  like  Jesus,  to  do 
God's  will;  those  who,  on  the  strength  of  the 
"exceeding  great  and  precious  promises," 
choose  to  suffer  with  him,  that  they  may 
reign  with  him  when  he  comes  again. 
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These,  though  they  had  no  part  in  redeem- 
ing the  race  from  death,  though  they  could 
pay  nothing  of  the  ransom  which  was  given 
for  all,  yet  by  the  favor  of  God  will  have  the 
privilege  of  sharing,  in  the  coming  age,  with 
their  Head  and  Lord  in  blessing  all  the 
families  of  the  earth. 

When  the  Church  is  selected  and  glorified, 
then  the  blessing  of  the  nations  will  be  due. 
Paul  says  that  all  creation  groans  and  waits 
forlthis  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God. 
He  says  also  that  we,  who  are  of  the  Church, 
the  body  of  Christ,  ''groan  within  ourselves 
[but; for  what?],  waiting  for  the  adoption — 
the  redemption  of  our  body." — Rom.  8:19- 
23.  Thus  we  look  for  the  gathering  of  the 
''firstfruits  of  the  Spirit,''  then  the  general 
harvest. 

Other  symbols  also  are  used  to  show 
the  condition  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
the!  present  age  and  its  glorious  mission 
in  the  age  to  come.  It  is  pictured  as  a 
virgin 'now — not  a  bride  yet — ''espoused  to 
one  husband,"  waiting  for  the  coming  of 
the  royal  Bridegroom.  After  the  marriage 
comes  the  reign  of  blessing. 
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Again,  some  are  said  to  be  made  "kings 
and  priests;  and  they  shall  reign  on  the 
earth." — Rev.  5:10.  Over  whom  will  the 
kings  rule,  and  for  whom  will  the  priests 
exercise  their  office  ^  They  will  have  "power 
over  the  nations,"  to  bring  them  into  sub- 
jection, and  all  who  are  willing  into  harmony 
with  God. 

The  bride  of  Christ  is  also  spoken  of  as  a 
city,  a  holy  city,  new  Jerusalem — not  a  literal 
city,  but  one  composed  of  living  stones  and 
jewels  which  the  Lord  gathers  at  his  coming 
— the  whole  Church.  This  city  is  a  symbol 
of  the  organization  for  righteous  government, 
the  reign  of  a  thousand  years,  which  will  lead 
the  world  to  full  knowledge  of  God.  "Do 
ye  not  know  that  the  saints  shall  judge  the 
world.?"— I  Cor.  6:2. 

Flowing  out  through  this  city,  John  saw 
the  river  of  water  of  life.^ — Rev.  22:1,  2. 
Truth  is  that  water  of  life,  pure  and  clear  as 
crystal,  which  shall  freely  flow  during  the 
thousand  years  of  the  reign  of  the  Lord  and 
his  bride,  to  bless  mankind.  Now,  the  truth 
is  a  "well  of  water"  quickening  to  everlasting 
life  a  chosen  few.     Then,  it  will  be  a  river, 
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full  and  free.  Now,  the  Spirit  invites,  and 
no  man  cometh  unto  Christ  ^'except  the 
Father  draw  him. '' — John  6 :  44.  Then,  "  the 
Spirit  and  the  bride  say,  Come,"  the  invita- 
tion being  to  '' whosoever  wilL^^ — Rev.  22: 17. 
In  that  "day"  of  a  thousand  years,  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  will  be  gathered  before 
the  Lord,  to  be  ^^ judged"  with  his  righteous 
judgment  (government),  walking  in  the  light 
of  this  city,  the  bride. 

Deep  in  unfathomable  mines 

Of  never-failing  skill, 
God  treasures  up  his  bright  designs. 

And  works  his  sovereign  will. 

Ye  fearful  saints,  fresh  courage  take. 

The  clouds  ye  so  much  dread 
Are  big  with  mercy  and  will  break 

In  blessings  on  your  head. 

Judge  not  the  Lord  by  feeble  sense. 

But  trust  him  for  his  grace. 
Behind  a  frowning  providence 

He  hides  a  smiling  face. 

His  purposes  will  ripen  fast. 

Unfolding  every  hour. 
The  bud  may  have  a  bitter  taste. 

But  sweet  will  be  the  flower. — Cow  per. 


CHAPTER  III. 

RESTORATION. 

We  have  had  a  gHmpse  of  the  coming  age 
when  ''The  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea"  (Hab.  2:14);  when  he 
whose  right  it  is  will  establish  his  throne  and 
dispossess  Satan,  ''the  prince  of  this  world" 
or  age;  when 

*^He  comes  to  make  his  blessing  flow 
Far  as  the  curse  is  found." 

But  while  we  can  see  the  happy  lot  of  those 
who  will  be  alive  at  the  beginning  of  that 
age,  the  millennium,  how  will  it  be  with  the 
unnumbered  millions  who  have  died  in 
previous  ages,  never  having  heard  of  that 
name  besides  which  "there  is  no  other  name 
under  heaven,  given  among  men,  whereby 
we  must  be  saved"  ?  What  is  their  condition, 
and  what  will  be  their  fate  ? 
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Various  opinions  are  held  by  Christians 
concerning  the  future  of  those  who  do  not 
"die  in  the  Lord."  Some  say  they  were  not 
elected  to  be  saved;  were  foreordained  to  be 
lost;  went  to  "hell,"  where  they  are  now, 
writhing  in  agony,  and  thus  will  ever  remain, 
without  hope.  Others,  probably  in  order  to 
avoid  the  horrid  doctrine  of  everlasting 
torment,  claim  that  all  of  the  race,  condemned 
to  death,  who  do  not  secure  future  life  by 
faith  in  Christ  in  the  present  age  will  never 
rise — will  be  blotted  out  forever  when  this 
life  ends.  (Yet  "Christ  Jesus  gave  himself 
a  ransom  for  all" — i  Tim.  2:6;  he  "was  the 
true  Light,  which  lighteth  every  man  that 
Cometh  into  the  world" — John  1:9;  and  "as 
in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be 
made  alive." — i  Cor.  15:22.)  But  many 
Christian  believers  have  a  much  milder 
notion  of  their  lot.  Somehow  these  believers 
satisfy  themselves  with  the  theory  that 
ignorance  will  excuse  the  heathen — ^will  be 
their  passport  to  a  happy  life  beyond.  Yet 
the  Word  of  God  does  not  say  "  By  grace  are 
ye  saved  through  ignorancey^^  but  it  declares 
"By  grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith. ^^ 
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And  the  conduct  of  Christians  generally  is 
not  in  harmony  with  the  first  or  the  last — the 
two  most  popular — of  these  expressed  beliefs. 
Why  do  they  sacrifice  millions  of  dollars  and 
thousands  of  lives  to  preach  the  gospel,  when 
either  of  these  views  makes  it  appear  useless? 
If  the  unbeliever  goes  from  the  darkness  of 
heathenism  to  the  brightness  and  bliss  of 
heaven,  then  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
cruelly  prevents  some  from  being  saved;  for 
many,  after  being  to  some  extent  enlightened, 
reject  the  salvation  by  faith  which  is  thus 
offered  to  them,  and  are  condemned  therefor. 

What,  then,  is  the  truth  in  this  matter .? 
Paul  teaches  that  "Whosoever  shall  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved;"  that 
they  call  on  him  only  in  whom  they  have 
believed;  and  that  they  can  believe  in  him 
only  of  whom  they  have  heard. — Rom.  lO:  14. 
To  attain  everlasting  life  except  through 
faith  in  Christ  is  as  inconsistent  with  the 
justice  of  God  as  to  suffer  endless  torment 
for  the  sins  of  a  short,  dark,  wretched  life  in 
this  age. 

For  answer  to  the  question.  What  about 
these  dead  and  dying  millions  ^  let  us  go  to 
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the  Bible  to  seek  the  truth;  go  beHeving  that 
the  burden  of  its  message  is  "God  is  love/' 
and  that  all  its  teachings  are  in  harmony  with 
his  just  and  loving  plan  of  dealing  with  a 
fallen  race.  "God  so  loved  the  world  that 
he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  on  him  should  not  perish^  but  have 
eternal  life." — John  3: 16.  "Behold,  I  bring 
you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be 
to  all  people, ^^ — Luke  2:10.  How  are  they 
good  tidings  to  the  millions  of  the  past  and  the 
present  who  have  never  heard  them  .^  Has 
"the  true  Light,  which  lighteth  every  man 
that  Cometh  into  the  world,"  shone  upon  all 
since  then  .^  He  "tasted  death  for  every 
man.^^  Have  all  received  the  benefit  from 
that  sacrifice  .^ 

Yet  we  believe  that  every  promise  will  be 
fulfilled.  How }  Jehovah  is  not  limited  in 
means  to  accomplish  his  will.  When  .^  He 
has  made  the  ages  for  it,  and  we  must  await 
his  "due  time."  "There  is  one  God,  and 
one  mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man 
Christ  Jesus,  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for 
all.''  Will  this  "testimony  in  its  own  times" 
be  borne  to  all  ^ 


RESTORATION  29 

How  can  these  things  be  possible,  when 
and  where  ?  Hear  the  words  of  the  prophet 
to  Israel:  ^^Thus  saith  the  Lord  Jehovah: 
Behold,  I  will  open  your  graves,  and  cause 
you  to  come  up  out  of  your  graves,  O  my 
people;  and  I  will  bring  you  into  the  land  of 
Israel." — Ezek.  37:12.  It  is  true  that  this 
promise  is  here  addressed  only  to  the  chosen 
people  of  God.  But  Paul  declares  his  "hope 
toward  God  that  there  shall  be  a  resur- 
rection of  both  the  just  and  the  unjust." — 
Acts  24: 15.  And  our  Lord  plainly  declares: 
"The  hour  cometh  in  which  all  that  are  in 
the  tombs  shall  hear  his  voice  [the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  God],  and  shall  come  forth." — 
John  5:28,  29. 

They  are  raised  in  two  classes:  "they  that 
have  done  good;  they  that  have  done  evil" — 
those  justified  by  faith  and  those  who  are 
unjustified.  The  faith  that  justifies  comes 
by  hearing;  these  never  heard;  therefore 
justice  provides  that  all  shall  hear  in  this, 
their  due  time. 

But  are  the  unjust  not  raised  to  be  judged? 
"They  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  resur- 
rection of  judgment. " — John  5 :  29.     Yes ;  but 
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wrong  ideas  about  judgment  prevail.  It 
means  not  simply  sentence,  verdict,  condem- 
nation; it  means  trial  and  whatever  may  be 
the  result  of  that  trial.  To  the  billions  who 
lived  and  died  in  the  darkness  of  sin,  the 
judgment  "day"  is  a  blessed  age  of  light  and 
knowledge,  as  well  as  condemnation  and 
punishment  for  every  sin  they  had  wilfully 
committed  against  the  light  of  nature  or  of 
revelation. 

The  present,  the  gospel  age,  is  also  an  age 
of  judgment  or  trial.  It  begins  with  the 
house  of  God  (i  Peter  4:17),  whose  mem- 
bers are  now  tested  in  order  to  see  if  they 
will  be  faithful  even  in  a  time  when  sin 
holds  sway  on  every  hand.  If  so,  they  will  be 
judges  in  the  coming  age.  '^Do  ye  not  know 
that  the  saints  shall  judge  the  world  V^ — 
I  Cor.  6:2.  The  people  of  the  world,  raised 
from  death,  will  have  the  good  tidings  made 
plain  to  them,  and  will  have  opportunity 
to  believe,  to  come  into  harmony  with 
God  and  to  receive  eternal  life.  The 
Church,  or  glorified  kingdom  of  God, 
will  direct  and  teach  and  ''judge"  the 
world  until,  the  ''reconstruction"  work  being 
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finished,  our  Lord  will  deliver  up  to  his 
Father  the  earthly  kingdom  reclaimed,  per- 
fected, restored. — i  Cor.  15:24-28.  "The 
Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that 
which  was  lost.''  And  so  mankind  will  get 
back  through  Christ  that  which  was  lost  by 
Adam — perfection,  dominion,  life. 

This  is  the  "  restoration  of  all  things,  which 
God  spoke  by  the  mouth  of  his  holy  prophets, 
from  of  old." — Acts  3:21.  The  testimony 
already  given  seems  sufficient  to  establish  the 
blessed  promise  of  restitution;  but  Moses, 
David,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  all  confirm 
it.  Let  any  one  who  is  interested  in  proving 
the  truth  or  error  of  the  "good  tidings"  of 
restoration  read  Jeremiah,  chapter  31,  and 
Ezekiel,    chapters  36   and   37. 

That  this  great  hope  is  not  for  Israel  alone 
is  clearly  shown  by  many  Bible  statements. 
In  Isaiah  49:6  we  see  that  the  Restorer  comes 
as  "a  light  to  the  gentiles — salvation  unto 
the   end   of  the   earth." 

Notice  one  more,  a  most  convincing  proof: 
the  case  of  the  people  of  Sodom,  the  record  of 
whose  fate  is  one  of  the  most  notable  examples 
of  divine  wrath  which  the  Scriptures  contain. 
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Shall  they,   upon  whom   God   rained   brim- 
stone and  fire  out  of  heaven,  rise  to  walk  in 
the  light  and  blessing  of  the  millennium,  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  ?     In  Ezekiel,  chapter 
1 6,  Jehovah  gives  reproof,  by  the  mouth  of 
the  prophet,  to  his  chosen  people  of  Jerusalem 
for    the  wrong   they  have  done.     He  makes 
it  appear  more  grievous  by  contrasting  it  with 
the    wickedness    of    Samaria    and    Sodom. 
"Sodom  thy  sister  hath  not  done,   she  nor 
her  daughters,  as  thou  hast   done,  thou   and 
thy  daughters.     Neither  hath  Samaria  com- 
mitted half  of  thy  sins. ''     Yet  with  this  severe 
denunciation     is     coupled     a     promise     of 
restoration  to  favor.     ''Thy   sisters,   Sodom 
and    her    daughters,    shall    return    to    their 
former  estate;  and  Samaria  and  her  daughters 
shall   return   to   their   former   estate."     The 
former  estate  of  Sodom   and  her  daughters 
was  life  on  the  earth;  but  in  their  wickedness 
God  had  taken  them  away — destroyed  them 
all.        ''And     thou     [Jerusalem]     and     thy 
daughters  shall  return  to  your  former  estate.'' 
"Then  shalt  thou  remember  thy  ways,  and  be 
ashamed,  when  thou  shalt  receive  thy  sisters; 
and  I  will  give  them  unto  thee  for  daughters.'' 
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^^That  thou  mayest  remember,  and  be  con- 
founded, and  never  open  thy  mouth  any 
more,  because  of  thy  shame,  when  I  have 
forgiven  thee  all  that  thou  hast  done,  saith 
the  Lord  Jehovah/' 

In  further  evidence  that  the  above  prophecy 
refers  to  the  opportunities  to  be  offered, 
through  our  Redeemer,  even  to  those  v^ho 
have  been  so  out  of  harmony  with  God  as 
were  the  people  of  Sodom,  we  have  the  words 
of  the  Lord  when  he  upbraided  "the  cities 
wherein  most  of  his  mighty  works  were 
done,  because  they  repented  not."  To  the 
city  of  Capernaum  he  said:  "If  the  mighty 
works  which  have  been  done  in  thee  had 
been  done  in  Sodom,  it  would  have  remained 
until  this  day." — Matt.  11:23.  Will  such 
convincing  evidence  of  the  power  and  love  of 
God  never  be  given  to  the  people  of  Sodom  .^ 
Will  God,  who  is  "no  respecter  of  persons," 
use  influences  upon  the  more  unworthy 
Capernaum  and  fail  to  use  them  upon  Sodom 
— when,  as  our  Lord  says,  Sodom  would  have 
thus  been  saved  from  overthrow  .^ 

The  Savior  continued:  "It  shall  be  more 
tolerable  for  the  land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of 
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judgment  than  for  thee/'  Again  we  get  a 
glimpse  of  the  character  of  the  ''judgment 
day'' — a  time  apparently  not  hopeless, 
unendurable,  even  for  Capernaum,  sinning 
against  a  great  measure  of  light;  and  more 
tolerable  for  Sodom,  cut  off  in  the  midst  of 
great  darkness  as  well  as  sin. 

How  reasonable  and  how  Scriptural  it  is, 
that  light  should  be  given  not  only  to  those 
who  died  in  the  darkness  of  heathenism  but 
also  to  those  in  all  lands  whose  ears  did  not 
truly  hear,  whose  eyes  did  not  fully  see, 
whose  minds  did  not  rightly  grasp,  the  offer 
of  life  and  blessing  through  the  Redeemer, 
which  offer  is  to  be  made  to  all  the  world. 
And  let  all  the  consecrated  children  of  God 
(who  have  devoted  their  lives  as  sacrifices, 
like  Jesus  their  head,  to  do  his  will)  bear  in 
mind  their  blessed  mission  in  the  age  to  come. 
Let  them  keep  in  mind  that  they  are  to 
be  instrumentalities  for  spreading  among 
mankind  the  knowledge  of  God  and  the 
''good  tidings;"  for  overthrowing  Satan  and 
sin  and  bringing  in  everlasting  righteous- 
ness; for  enlightening,  guiding,  restraining, 
uplifting,   governing,    "judging"    the   world. 
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Let  them  be  "faithful  unto  death/'  that 
they  may  be  made  kings  and  priests,  and 
reign  with  Christ  on  the  earth  a  thousand 
years. 


Hail  to  the  brightness  of  Zion'  s  glad  morning ! 

Joy  to  the  lands  that  in  darkness  have  lain ! 
Hushed  be  the  accents  of  sorrow  and  mourning ! 

Zion  in  triumph  begins  her  blest  reign. 

Hail  to  the  brightness  of  Zion' s  glad  morning. 
Long  by  the  prophets  of  Israel  foretold ! 

Hail  to  the  millions  from  bondage  returning! 
Gentile  and  Jew  the  bright  vision  behold. 

See,  in  the  desert  rich  flowers  arc  springing ; 

Streams  ever  copious  are  gliding  along ; 
Loud  from  the  mountain-tops  echoes  are  ringing ; 

Wastes  rise  in  verdure  and  mingle  in  song. 

Hear,  from  all  lands,  from  the  isles  of  the  ocean. 
Praise  to  Jehovah  ascending  on  high. 

Fallen  are  the  engines  of  war  and  commotion  ; 
Shouts  of  salvation  are  rending  the  sky. 

— Thomas  Hastings. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  NARROW  WAY  TO  LIFE. 

Let  us  turn  from  contemplation  of  the 
incoming  age,  in  which  God  ^'will  show  the 
exceeding  riches  of  his  grace''  (Eph.  2:7), 
and  look  more  fully  into  that  part  of  his 
plan  which  relates  to  the  work  to  be 
accomplished  in  the  gospel  age. 

It  is  now — during  this  age — that  there  is 
a  narrow  way  to  life.  ("Strait  is  the  gate, 
and  narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto 
life." — Matt.  7:14.)  At  the  beginning  of 
this  age,  the  Savior,  when  about  to  quit  the 
earthly  for  the  higher  life,  said:  "If  any  man 
would  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself, 
and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  me" — let 
him  walk  in  the  "narrow  way."  But  what 
was  the  plane  of  life  to  which  he  led  the  way 
for  his  "little  flock"  .?  It  was  to  be  "highly 
exalted,"   "born  of  the   spirit,"   "set  down 
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in  the  throne/'  ^^  given  to  have  life  in  him- 
self ^^^  even  immortahty.  And  '^to  him  that 
overcometh''  in  this  age  were  all  these  things 
promised. 

The  work  in  progress  is  selecting  the  body 
of  Christ  (''He  is  head  over  all  things  to  the 
Church,  which  is  his  body" — Eph.  1:22); 
selecting  the  spiritual  seed  of  Abraham  (''If 
ye  are  Christ's,  then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed, 
heirs  according  to  promise" — Gal.  3:29). 
Our  position  is  a  blessed  one,  of  great  privi- 
lege; and  careful,  patient,  steadfast  must  we 
be  in  running  the  race  for  so  great  a   prize. 

The  plane  of  life  upon  which  Adam  was 
created  was  that  of  human  perfection,  as  an 
earthly  son  of  God.  But  he  wilfully 
deprived  himself  of  the  privilege  of  ever- 
lasting happy  life  in  the  presence  of  the 
Creator.  "Through  one  man  sin  entered 
into  the  world,  and  death  through  sin,"  says 
the  inspired  account.  The  words  of  warning 
to  the  first  of  our  race,  "Thou  shalt  surely 
die,"  were  repeated  later  in  the  law,  remind- 
ing all  of  their  fate  if  they  were  out  of 
harmony  with  God:  "The  soul  that  sinneth, 
it  shall  die." 
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Now  when,  being  judged  by  this  test,  all 
the  world  was  guilty  before  God,  how  have 
Abraham  and  other  patriarchs,  as  well  as 
men  and  women  of  all  generations  since, 
found  favor  and  had  communion  with 
Jehovah  ?  Paul  answers  that  they  are 
^^ justified  by  faith."  To  us,  what  does 
justification  mean  ?  It  means  that  on 
account  of  our  faith  in  Jesus,  who  gave 
himself  as  a  ransom  for  the  condemned 
race;  on  account  of  our  acceptance  of  him 
as  our  redeemer  and  as  mediator  between 
God  and  us,  the  Heavenly  Father  restores 
us  to  our  original  standing,  lifts  us  to  the 
plane  upon  which  Adam  stood,  and  treats 
us  as  being  sinners  no  more — though  the 
effects  of  sin,  which  are  misery,  pain  and 
death,  are  still  felt.  We  are  justified  by 
faith,  and  we  must  grasp  this  promise  as  a 
reality  by  faith  also. 

So  Paul,  speaking  of  men  of  faith  in  the 
days  of  old,  says  in  Hebrews  nth:  ''These 
all,  having  obtained  a  good  report  through 
faith,  received  not  the  promise" — the 
blessing  promised.  Why  not  .^  ''God  hav- 
ing provided   some   better  thing  concerning 
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usj  that  apart  from  us  they  should  not  be 
made  perfect/'  The  Church,  or  body, 
must  be  called  out  from  the  world  and  tested 
and  proved,  must  be  glorified  and  joined  to 
the  ascended  Jesus,  the  head;  then  those 
who  were  proved  faithful  before  the  calling 
of  the  Church  began  will  come  into  their 
promised  blessing;  then,  under  the  reign  of 
Christ  and  his  bride,  all  who  will  come  in 
God's  appointed  way  will  be  brought  back 
into  harmony  with  him — brought  back  to 
human  perfection  and  happiness  and  ever- 
lasting life.  Blessed,  exalted  work  of  the 
Church    in   the   age  to   come! 

Is  justification  through  faith  the  full 
extent  in  this  life  of  the  blessing  or  privilege 
secured  by  the  ransom  paid  by  Jesus  our 
Lord  ?  No :  it  is  the  gate  by  which  we 
enter  the  narrow  way  that  leads  to  life 
spiritual  and  immortal.  ''Being  therefore 
justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with 
God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
through  whom  also  we  have  had  our  access 
by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  stand; 
and  we  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God,^^ 
— Rom.  5:1,  2. 
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The  Savior  never  had  to  be  justified  from 
sin;  therefore,  in  taking  that  step  we  are  not 
yet  following  him.  He,  the  second  Adam, 
v^as  from  his  birth  of  perfect  human  nature, 
like  the  first  Adam.  He  was  upon  that 
sinless  plane  which  we  are  only  reckoned 
to  have  attained  by  faith.  Evidently,  then, 
we  have  not,  up  to  this  point,  been  following 
in  his  footsteps.  Let  us  think  of  Jesus 
the  Savior  not  as  God,  nor  even  as  the 
spirit  being  who  lived  in  ''glory  with  the 
Father  before  the  world  was.''  Paul  tells 
us  that  ''though  our  Lord  was  rich,  yet  for 
our  sakes  he  became  poor" — actually  laid 
aside  the  higher  life  and  took  upon  himself 
the  human  life  of  the  condemned  race. 
"Verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature 
of  angels,  but  he  took  on  him  the  seed  of 
Abraham.''  ''He  was  made  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels — that  he,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  should  taste  death  for  every  man." — 
Heb.  2  :  9,  16.  The  expression  of  God's 
justice  as  given  in  the  Jewish  law  required 
man's  life  for   man's   life. 

The  Savior,  then,  a  perfect,  sinless  man, 
arriving  at  the  age  of  manhood  among  the 
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Jews,  consecrated  himself  to  do  the  will  of 
God.  At  baptism,  being  immersed  in 
Jordan,  he  showed  that  his  will  as  a  human 
being  was  submerged  in  the  will  of  God. 
He  made  his  covenant  of  self-sacrifice  even 
unto  death,  emblemized  it  by  baptism  and 
went  forward  to  fulfill  his  consecration — to 
live  in  the  world  as  not  of  the  world,  with 
heavenly  hopes  and  ambitions,  not  those  of 
earth.  "I  come  to  do  thy  will,  O  God.'' 
His  sacrifice  was  accepted  by  the  Father,  as 
shown  by  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  him,  anointing  him  for  his  office  and 
work.  Thus  the  man  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
became  the  Anointed  of  God. 

From  the  moment  of  consecration,  we 
consider  that  Jesus  was  on  a  higher  plane, 
begotten  of  the  spirit — reckoned  dead  as  a 
man,  alive  as  a  new  creature.  And  so  it  is 
with  all  of  us  who  have  made  like  covenant 
with  him,  and  who  fulfill  our  vows  of  con- 
secration— complete  the  sacrifice  of  our 
justified  human  nature  as  he  did  of  his 
perfect  human  nature.  During  the  three 
and  a  half  years  of  his  earthly  ministry,  he 
was   continually  engaged    in   crucifying    the 
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flesh;  and  this  ended  on  Calvary.  The  res- 
urrection, three  days  later,  brought  the 
full  perfection  of  the  new  nature,  and  he 
was  "born  of  the  spirit/'  But  one  higher 
step  was  to  be  taken,  to  the  end  of  the 
"narrow  way."  Being  now  like  God,  the 
very  image  of  the  Father,  he  must  also 
enter  into  the  glory  of  his  power.  The 
course  of  our  Lord,  and  its  glorious  result, 
are  strikingly  set  forth  in  these  words: 
"Have  this  mind  in  you  which  was  also 
in  Christ  Jesus:  who,  existing  in  the  form 
of  God  [before  his  birth  at  Bethlehem], 
counted  not  the  being  on  an  equality  with 
God  a  thing  to  be  grasped,  but  emptied 
himself,  taking  the  form  of  a  servant,  being 
made  in  the  likeness  of  men;  and  being 
found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled 
himself,  becoming  obedient  eveVi  unto  death, 
yea,  the  death  of  the  cross.  Wherefore  also 
God  highly  exalted  him,  and  gave  unto 
him  the  name  which  is  above  every  name; 
that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should 
bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and  things  on 
earth  and  things  under  the  earth." — Phil. 
2:5-10. 
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^^Come,  follow  me!''  The  daily  walk  of 
all  who  heed  that  earnest  voice  is  like  that 
of  our  Leader.  Having  entered  into  the 
way  through  the  door  of  ''justification  by 
faith,"  the  great  steps  then  before  us  are 
consecration  and  baptism — submission  of 
our  human  will  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
readiness  to  sacrifice  ''even  unto  death." 
While  this  death  of  the  human  and  upspring- 
ing  of  the  spiritual  nature  is  reckoned  to 
us  all  through  the  remainder  of  the  present 
life,  yet  at  last,  to  us  as  to  our  Leader, 
comes  actual  death.  As  he  was,  so  must 
we  be  also.  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death, 
and  I  will  give  thee  the  crown  of  life." 
God  has  made  provision  for  abundant  life 
for  all  men,  and  in  the  resurrection,  under 
the  reign  of  blessing  of  our  Lord,  all  who 
are  willing,  all  who  will  come  into  harmony 
with  the  Father  in  the  appointed  way, 
through  his  Son  the  Savior,  will  be  prepared 
for  and  will  receive  everlasting  life.  But 
this  "crown  of  life"  is  life  like  that  of 
Jehovah  and  the  exalted  Lord;  immortal 
life.  This  is  the  "prize  of  the  high  calling 
of  God." 
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But  do  all  those  who  have  consecrated 
themselves  to  do  God's  will  keep  their 
covenant  ?  Are  they  all  separate  from  the 
world,  and  seeking  "first  the  kingdom  of 
God''  ?  No:  some  do  not  fulfill  their  vows, 
do  not  count  all  earthly  things  but  loss  and 
refuse,  that  they  ''may  gain  Christ,  and 
be  found  in  him."  There  are  some  whom 
the  world  captivates  and  overcomes;  but 
there  are  those  who  by  the  grace  and  strength 
of  God  endure  to  the  end.  Our  Savior 
was  the  first  of  these;  and  he  tells  us  ''Be 
of  good  cheer;  I  have  overcome  the  world." 

Thus  we  have  a  reserve  of  heavenly  help. 
Our  Leader  in  the  narrow  way  watches  us 
with  loving  interest,  and  assures  us  that 
he  will  not  suffer  us  to  be  tempted  above 
what  we  are  able  to  bear,  and  that  God's 
grace  is  sufficient  for  us.  As  if  to  stimulat 
us  for  the  race,  he  calls  to  us,  after  he  has 
entered  into  his  glory  and  power,  "To  him 
that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me 
in  my  throne!" 

O  you  who  have  devoted  your  all  to  him, 
be  faithful  and  of  good  courage,  remember- 
ing that  our  Lord  is  testing,  proving  us,  to 
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^'make  up  his  jewels."  The  way  may  be 
rough  and  hard,  but  ^'for  the  joy  set  before 
us"  let  us  also  ''endure  the  cross,  despising 
the  shame."  Let  us  so  run  as  to  obtain 
the   prize,   the   crown   of  life. 


The  Son  of  God  goes  forth  to  war, 

A  kingly  crown  to  gain  ; 
His  blood-red  banner  streams  afar  : 

Who  follows  in  his  train  ? 
Who  best  can  drink  his  cup  of  woe. 

Triumphant  over  pain  ; 
Who  patient  bears  his  cross  below — 

He  follows  in  his  train. 

■x-  -x-  ^  -Sf  •)<■  ^ 

A  noble  army,  men  and  boys. 

The  matron  and  the  maid. 
In  God's  own  presence  will  rejoice. 

In  robes  of  light  arrayed. 
They  climb  the  steep  ascent  to  heaven 

Through  peril,  toil  and  pain. 

O  God,  to  us  may  grace  be  given 

To  follow  in  their  train. 

— Heber. 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE  CRUCIFIED  ONE. 

"I  determined  not  to  know  anything 
among  you  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him 
crucified, ^^ — I   Cor.   2:2. 

When  we  rejoice  at  thought  of  the  Hfe 
and  Hght  and  blessing  to  be  given  to  the 
world  in  the  soon-coming  kingdom  of  our 
Lord,  and  when  we  think  of  the  honor  and 
exaltation  offered  to  his  chosen  ones,  his 
"bride,''  let  us  never  forget  the  basis  of 
our  hope.  Let  us  keep  in  mind  that  when 
we  were  undone,  lost,  going  down  to  endless 
death  on  account  of  sin,  "we  were  recon- 
ciled to  God  through  the  death  of  his 
Son.'' — Rom.  5:10.  No  natural  qualifi- 
cations, no  attainments,  of  any  of  the 
children  of  Adam  would  avail  to  release 
us  from  the  righteous  sentence  of  God. 
No:  we  were  "bought  with  a  price,"  a 
great    price,    and   will    be    set   free. 
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The  Apostle  Paul  was  an  educated  man, 
an  able  man,  a  wise  man.  He  was  of 
honorable  birth;  was  "brought  up  at  the 
feet  of  Gamaliel,  a  doctor  of  the  law,  had 
in  reputation  among  all  the  people;"  was 
so  well  versed  in  the  history  of  God's  people 
that  it  was  his  custom  to  go  into  the  syna- 
gogues of  the  Jews  and  ''reason  with  them 
out  of  the  Scriptures;"  and  was  able  to 
meet  Greek  philosophers  on  their  own 
ground  and  declare  to  them  the  true  God 
and  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  is 
the  character,  these  are  the  attainments, 
this  is  the  store  of  knowledge,  of  him  who 
declares  his  determination  ''not  to  know 
anything  among  you  save  Jesus  Christ,  and 
him — crucified. " 

The  force  of  these  words  is  brought  out 
by  our  realization  of  what  Paul  did  know, 
all  of  which  he  counted  as  of  secondary 
importance  to  the  central  truth,  the 
sacrificial  death  of  our  Lord.  Reviewing 
the  record  of  his  honorable  standing  as  an 
Israelite,  and  in  view  of  the  bright  future 
almost  assured  to  him  by  his  position  and 
ability,    he    abandons    all    idea  of  temporal, 


48  GLEAMS  OF  SUNSHINE 

earthly  wealth  and  honor;  avows  himself  a 
follower  and  apostle  of  a  religious  teacher 
who,  despised,  abused  and  forsaken,  had 
just  died  the  disgraceful  death  of  the  cross; 
and  thus  joyously  testifies:  ''I  count  all 
things  loss,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
of  Christ  Jesus,  my  Lord." — Phil.  3:8. 
Yet  the  chief  point  of  this  knowledge — 
besides  which  all  others  were  left  unmentioned 
in  our  text,  as  matters  simply  connected  with 
this  central  truth — ^was  to  know  him,  not 
reigning,  not  exalted,  not  glorified,  but  to 
know  him — crucified. 

Yet  Paul  knew  that  our  Lord  was  "the 
image  of  the  invisible  God — his  dear  Son. 
By  him  were  all  things  created,  that  are  in 
heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth:  all  things 
were  created  by  him  and  for  him.'^ — Col. 
1:13-16.  But  this  description  of  the  power 
and  glory  of  Jehovah's  honored  instrument 
of  creation  only  leads  the  Apostle  to  the 
declaration  of  that  vital  truth  to  a  world  by 
sin  estranged  from  God,  that  our  mighty 
Savior  "made  peace  through  the  blood  of 
his  cross, '^ — Col.  1:20. 
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Paul  knew  Jesus  as  ''the  Lord  of  glory/' 
"the  heir  of  all  things/'  he  wrote  to  the 
Philippians,  concerning  Christ  Jesus,  that 
''God  highly  exalted  him,  and  gave  unto 
him  the  name  which  is  above  every  name'' 
— "not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that 
which  is  to  come" — and  hath  "set  him  at 
his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenlies."  But 
why?  Because  "he  humbled  himself,  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
oi  the  cross,'' — Phil.  2:8,   9;  Eph.  1:20,   21. 

Paul  knew  our  Lord  as  the  great  High 
Priest  who  had  entered  into  the  Most  Holy, 
into  heaven  itself,  into  the  very  presence 
of  God. — Heb.  9:24.  He  knew  that  as  the 
typical  high  priest  came  out  in  his  garments 
of  glory  and  of  beauty  to  bless  the  waiting 
Israelites,  so  would  our  Lord  return  in  glory 
to  bless  "all  the  families  of  the  earth." 
Paul  had  got  a  glimpse  of  the  glory  of  the 
exalted  Jesus,  such  as  no  other  of  his 
followers  ever  had;  a  view  "as  of  one  born 
before  the  time" — a  glimpse,  even  while 
still  in  his  earthly  state,  of  the  brightness 
of  our  risen  Lord,  which  we  hope  to  see 
only  when   "born"  into   spirit   life   in  "the 
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first  resurrection/'  Yet  he  sets  Christ 
before  us,  in  our  text,  only  as  the  bleeding 
sacrifice,  on  whose  acceptable  offering 
depended  all  the  blessing  that  our  High 
Priest  can  bestow. 

Paul  assures  us,  in  Romans  14:9,  that 
Christ  is  to  be  "Lord  of  both  the  dead  and 
the  living" — ''the  Prince  of  life."  But, 
coming  with  the  good  tidings  to  the  sons  of 
men,  he  puts  most  prominent,  not  the 
thought  of  our  Lord  in  glory  with  the  Father 
''before  the  world  was;"  not  his  matchless 
perfection  of  manhood,  in  which  he  lived 
without  fault,  wrought  miracles,  and  "spake 
as  never  man  spake;"  not  his  majesty  in 
the  coming  kingdom,  when  with  all  power 
and  judgment  he  will  rule  the  whole  world. 
But,  singling  out  the  great  foundation  of 
our  hope,  without  which  all  the  perfections 
of  our  Lord  in  his  previous  heavenly  con- 
dition, and  the  beauty  of  his  earthly  life  and 
teachings,  would  have  been  alike  unavailing 
for  a  race  doomed  to  death,  and  the  gladness 
of  this  life  and  the  glory  of  the  future  could 
never  have  come  to  us,  he  preaches  "the 
man  Christ  Jesus,"  in  the  "body  given  for  the 


THE  CRUCIFIED  ONE  51 

suffering  of  death/'  who  ''bore  our  sins  in 
his  own  body  on  the  tree'' — Christ  crucified. 
Always  did  this  truth  have  its  prominent 
place  in  the  words  of  the  great  Apostle. 
When  he  would  recall  the  minds  of  his 
brethren  from  earthly  instruments  to  the 
great  Author  of  the  ''good  tidings,"  his 
most  effective  words  are  "Was  Paul  crucified 
for  you  ?"  In  contrast  with  all  "the  wisdom 
of  this  world,"  he  says  "We  preach  Christ 
crucified — the  power  of  God  and  the  wisdom 
of  God."  May  we  all  have  the  spirit  to 
reecho  his  words:  "God  forbid  that  I  should 
glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  Glory  died. 

My  richest  gain  I  count  but  loss. 

And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride. 

See!  From  his  head,  his  hands,  his  feet. 

Sorrow  and  love  flow  mingled  down. 

Did  e'er  such  love  and  sorrow  meet. 

Or  thorns  compose  so  rich  a  crown? 

— Watts. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

IMMORTALITY. 

A  mysterious,  wondrous  power  not  only 
animates  us,  human  beings,  but  is  the  moving 
cause  of  all  the  complex  activity  in  the 
world  of  being  around  us.  This  subtile 
power,  this  essence  of  action,  we  call  life. 
What  do  we  know  of  the  origin  of  this  force 
whose  thrill  and  throb  produce  all  action, 
and  feeHng,  and  thought  ^  Hear  the  opening 
words  of  the  Book  of  books:  '^In  the  begin- 
ning— God/' 

Yes:  from  Jehovah,  the  Almighty,  as  the 
fountain,  flows  the  stream  of  life.  In  him 
alone  was  the  source  of  life — life  unlimited, 
exhaustless,  which  depends  not  on  anything 
else  for  its  existence  or  its  continuance 
for  ever  more.  It  is  his  pleasure  to  supply 
it  to  the  creatures  of  his  handiwork.  As 
they   differ  in   structure   and   capacity,   they 
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receive  their  varying  fullness,  and  shov^ 
forth  in  due  proportion  the  w^orkings  of  the 
life  principle  within  them.  The  earth-v^orm 
under  foot  has  life;  but  its  simple  organism 
can  not  make  use  of  much  life.  The  higher 
grades  of  animals,  v^hether  fish,  or  fov^l,  or 
beast,  have  their  various  degrees  of  life.  But 
man,  highest  of  all  of  God's  earthly  creation, 
made  only  "a  little  lower  than  the  angels'' 
(Heb.  2:7),  was  endowed  with  so  perfect  an 
organism  (before  sin  marred  it)  that  he  was 
able  to  receive,  retain,  employ  and  enjoy 
life  most  fully  of  all  creatures  on  earth. 

Life  comes  from  its  fountain,  God,  as  light 
comes  from  its  source,  the  sun.  Though  the 
same  in  its  nature  over  all  the  earth,  yet  light 
causes  many  varieties  in  color,  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  object  upon  which  it  falls.  A 
brick,  a  stone  or  a  dull  clod  reflects  but  little 
of  the  brilliancy,  compared  with  various  kinds 
of  glittering  glass;  and  they  in  turn  are 
surpassed  by  the  gleaming  diamond,  which 
almost  seems  to  shine  by  its  own  inherent 
light.  Yet  we  know  that  if  all  outward 
light  be  shut  off  from  them,  they  all  alike 
lose  their  color,  their  beauty  is  gone. 
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The  lower  orders  of  created  life  are  like 
the  dull  stone,  while  man  resembles  the 
brightly-beaming  diamond — all  furnished 
with  the  light  of  life  from  God,  the  unfailing 
source.  But  sin  interfered;  the  connection 
was  broken;  the  life  current  was  interrupted. 
^^The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die."  The 
light  and  life  of  man  are  extinguished  in  the 
darkness  of  death  and  the  grave. 

But  there  is  a  brighter  part  to  this  picture. 
The  precious  jewel  that  sends  forth  not  a 
sparkle  in  the  gloom  of  midnight  assumes 
all  its  brilliancy  when  the  day  returns;  and 
the  gem  and  casket  of  human  life  will  come 
from  the  grave  when  ''the  sun  of  righteous- 
ness shall  arise,"  to  regain  their  original 
brightness.  The  forfeited  life  will  be 
restored  by  the  ransom  price  paid  by  Jesus, 
Savior  of  men.  The  Scriptures  say  ''In 
Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive;"  and  he 
himself  says  "I  came  that  they  may  have 
life,  and  may  have  abundance." 

How  shall  the  flame  be  lighted  again  ^ 
How  shall  the  brightness  be  made  to  beam 
forth  in  beauty  and  splendor  ?  How  shall 
the   obstructed    stream   of  life   be   made   to 
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flow  again  and  fill  the  "earthen  vessel/' 
battered  and  broken  by  sin  ?  It  will  be 
remodeled  and  perfected,  in  the  "  times  of 
restoration/'  by  the  skill  of  the  Divine, 
Almighty  Potter's  hand — by  the  power  of 
Christ  the  Lord,  "who  abolished  death,  and 
brought  life  and  incorruption  to  light  through 
the  gospel." — 2  Tim.   i :  lo. 

Yes:  many  and  positive  are  the  assurances 
that  the  great  "propitiation  for  our  sins" 
was  accepted  by  God;  that  the  sacrifice  was 
efficacious  in  doing  that  for  which  the  heart 
of  our  Savior  yearned  when  he  left  the  glory 
which  he  had  with  the  Father,  took  upon 
himself  the  form  and  nature  of  man  and 
gave  up  his  life  an  offering  for  sin — that  for 
which  he  yearned:  to  abolish  death  and 
then  bring  us  to  righteousness  and  to  God. 
And  the  prophet  tells  us  "He  shall  see  of 
the  travail  of  his  soul  and  shall  be  satisfied.  ^^ 
— Isa.  53:11. 

Probably  no  statement  of  Scripture  gives 
us  a  more  impressive  view  of  the  majesty 
and  glory  of  God  than  that  which  speaks  of 
him  "who  only  hath  immortality;  dwelling 
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in  light  unapproachable;  whom  no  man  hath 
seen,  nor  can  see." — i  Tim.  6:i6.  "Who 
0^7/3;  hath  immortality  '^ — deathlessness ; 
uncreated,  endless,  boundless  life,  not 
derived  from  any  other  being;  the  outflowing, 
active  life  of  the  author  and  sustainer  of 
all  existence,  the  Father  of  the  universe. 

Think,  then,  of  the  inexpressible  gift 
conferred  by  him  upon  the  Son  who  so 
delighted  to  do  his  Father's  will.  ''God 
highly  exalted  him  and  gave  unto  him  the 
name  which  is  above  every  name;"  but, 
far  more  than  this,  ''As  the  Father  hath  life 
in  himself^  even  so  gave  he  to  the  Son  also 
to  have  life  in  himself^ — independent  life, 
immortality. — John  5:26. 

Thus  there  are  two  beings,  since  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord,  who  have  immortal 
life.  Will  there  ever  be  more  .^  Paul  speaks 
of  the  future  life  of  faithful  Christians, 
"when  this  mortal  shall  have  put  on 
immortality,'' — i  Cor.  15:54.  How  is  this 
to  be  gained  .^  "  Present  your  bodies  a 
living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  God." 
— Rom.  12:1.  Then  follow  in  the  way 
trod    by    him    to     whom     God     first    gave 
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immortal  life.  It  is  well  for  us  to  con- 
sider carefully  his  course;  for  he  said: 
*'If  any  man  would  come  after  me,  let  him 
deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and 
follow    me/' 

For  all  who  are  through  sin  condemned 
to  loss  of  life,  it  is  necessary  that  they  be 
restored  to  favor  and  communion  with  God 
by  accepting  the  offered  atonement  made 
by  the  man  Christ  Jesus — they  must  be 
"justified  by  faith/'  This  is  the  first  step 
for  all  those  of  the  fallen  race  who  return 
to  God;  but  is  this  following  Jesus  ?  Surely 
not.  He  knew  no  need  of  sacrifice  on  his 
behalf,  no  need  of  faith  in  a  ransom  from 
death,  no  need  of  atonement  with  the  Father; 
for  he  was  without  sin.  And  when  we  stand 
thus  justified  before  God,  and  continue  a 
life  of  righteousness,  we  are  only  on  the 
plane  of  life  from  which  Jesus  began  the 
narrow,  upward  way  that  leads  to  life 
immortal;  we  are  only  at  the  beginning  of 
that  race  which,  if  steadfastly  and  worthily 
run,  obtains  the  crown.  Every  step  in 
following  our  Leader  is  from  this  point 
onward. 
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Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  perfect  man,  stands 
holy  and  just  before  God.  He  is  under 
no  condemnation:  he  has  kept  the  law, 
and  may  therefore  rightfully  claim  the 
promise  of  God — everlasting  life,  with  all 
the  earthly  privileges  and  pleasures  which 
thereunto  belong.  But  the  very  cause  for 
which  "God  highly  exalted  him,  and  gave 
unto  him  the  name  which  is  above  every 
name,"  is  that  he  gave  up  this  life  which 
was  his  by  right,  to  accomplish  his  Father's 
purpose  of  redemption  and  salvation  (and 
to  win  "the  joy  that  was  set  before  him"), 
saying  "I  come  to  do  thy  will,  O  God." 
He  devoted  himself  to  sacrifice,  crucifying 
the  perfect  human  nature  through  all  those 
three  and  a  half  years  of  his  ministry,  at  its 
close  completing  the  sacrifice  by  "pouring 
out  his  soul  unto  death"  on  the  cross. 

Now  we  may  see  what  Paul  means  by 
"presenting  our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  to 
God."  We  must  consecrate  and  give  up 
every  power  which  we  possess,  to  God's 
service,  and  live  first  of  all  not  for  self,  nor 
for  friends,  nor  for  family,  nor  for  the 
world,  nor  for  any  thing  but  for  and  in  the 
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service  of  him  who  bought  us  with  his  own 
precious  blood. 

And  if  we  thus  wilHngly  rehnquish  all 
this  life  to  the  service  of  the  Lord  of  Life, 
what  reward  have  we?  He  tells  us:  "Be 
thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give 
thee  the  crown  of  life/'  And  he  who  first 
won  the  prize  by  self-denial  and  sacrifice 
calls  to  us  from  his  exalted  position:  "To 
him  that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with 
me  in  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  overcame, 
and  sat  down  with  my  Father  in  his 
throne/' — Rev.  3:21. 

Let  us  lightly  esteem  the  attractions  of  the 
present  brief  and  disappointing  life;  let  us 
not  be  stayed  even  by  the  prospect  of  ever- 
lasting, perfect  human  life,  gained  and 
retained  by  faith  and  obedience;  but  let  us 
follow  on  until  we  have  had  bestowed  upon 
us  that  deathless  principle  of  being,  immor- 
tality, the  crown  of  life. 

Probably  no  darker  shadow  rests  upon 
the  minds  of  the  children  of  men  than  the 
belief  in,  and  fear  of,  a  place  of  awful, 
endless  torment  for  those  who   die  without 
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having  made  peace  with  God.  To  help  to 
banish  this  dreadful  misunderstanding,  to 
throw  into  this  horrid  darkness  the  light  of 
God's  Word,  to  the  relief  of  his  children 
and  of  all  the  world,  is  the  desire  and  pleasure 
of  those  who  have  come  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  truth  concerning  the  matter.  This  we 
shall  try  very  briefly  to  do. 

One  of  the  most  widespread  errors  is 
the  belief  that  human  beings  are  all 
immortal;  that  they  simply  can  not  really 
die,  but  must  live  forever.  This  is  the  direct 
cause  of  other  error,  grievous  and  lament- 
able, among  many  who  profess  the  Christian 
faith.  When  we  consider  the  lack  of 
Scripture  authority  for  this  doctrine,  the 
fact  that  it  is  so  widely  and  so  tenaciously 
held  is  a  matter  of  surprise.  It  can  hardly 
be  accounted  for  except  by  remembering 
that  when  the  great  Adversary  first  led 
the  earthly  children  of  God  into  disobedience 
and  to  their  ruin,  he  prevailed  upon  Eve 
to  believe  his  false,  deceptive  words,  "Ye 
shall  not  surely  die.'' — Gen.  3:4.  And  it 
rnay  well  be  supposed  that  the  prevalence 
of  this  belief  is  the  work  of  the  same  enemy, 
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''the  god  of  this  age,"  who  "hath  bHnded 
the  minds"  of  many,  and  by  this  doctrine  of 
natural  immortaHty  has  hidden  from  them 
the  simpHcity,  the  beauty,  the  wonder- 
fulness  of  God's  plan  for  the  redemption 
and  salvation  of  man. 

Yet  how  fully  does  the  history  of  our 
race  deny  this  claim  of  the  natural  immor- 
tality of  mankind.  In  the  fifth  chapter  of 
Genesis  we  have  a  brief  sketch  of  Adam 
and  some  of  his  descendants.  The  record 
of  each  life  closes  with  the  brief,  weighty, 
solemn  words,  "And  he  died/'  And  so  it 
continues  unto  this  day.  The  children  of 
men  live  out  their  little  span  of  life,  with 
its  joys  and  sorrows,  hopes  and  fears,  pains 
and  pleasures,  struggles  and  triumphs — and 
they  die. 

But  some  will  say:  "The  body  dies,  but 
the  soul,  leaving  its  'earthly  tenement,'  goes 
to  its  place  of  happiness  or  woe.  The  soul 
is  not  dead."  Before  stating  what  the 
word  "soul"  really  means,  we  will  first 
briefly  show  that  the  Bible  does  not  warrant 
the  belief  that  the  soul  lives  after  the  body 
dies.     It  teaches  the  very  opposite.     "The 
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soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  J/V." — Ezek.  18:4, 
20.  ^'That  soul  will  I  ^^i-Zroyifroml  among 
his  people/' — Lev.  23:30.  ''He  that  can 
not  keep  his  soul  alive." — Psa.  22:29. 
"Fear  him  who  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul 
and  body  in  Gehenna." — Matt.  10:28. 
These  are  statements  plain  enough  that  the 
''soul"  may  die — that  under  certain  con- 
ditions it  will  be  destroyed. 

The  term  "soul"  generally  means 
breathing  creature^  and  refers  to  the  entire 
person,  the  being.  "The  first  man  Adam 
became  a  living  soul/' — i  Cor.  15*45; 
Gen.  2:7.  Here  it  means  the  human  being 
— perfect,  "very  good"  in  God's  sight,  but 
liable  to  death.  The  same  word  in  the 
Hebrew  is  applied  in  several  instances  to 
creatures  of  lower  order  of  life  than  man — 
the  translation,  again  and  again,  being  "every 
living  creature."  For  example,  see  Genesis 
1:21  and  Leviticus  11:46.  Attention  is 
called  to  this  fact  in  order  to  show  that  a 
"soul"  is  not  something  in  man  which  is 
immortal. 

The  Hebrew  and  Greek  words  translated 
"soul"  occur  in  the   Bible  more  than  eight 


IMMORTALITY  63 

hundred  times;  and  the  words  translated 
''spirit"  occur  more  than  eight  hundred 
times  also.  What  fullness  of  opportunity  to 
teach  immortality;  yet  one  can  noty  in  a 
single  case^  find  mention  of  an  "immortal 
soul"  or  of  a  ''deathless  spirit."  Truly, 
"Eternal  life  is  the  gift  of  God,  through 
Jesus   Christ." — Rom.  6:23. 

The  word  "immortality"  occurs  in  the 
Bible  only  five  times.  In  three  of  these 
cases  it  means  deathlessnessj  the  thought 
always  meant  to  be  expressed  when  we 
speak  of  immortality.  The  first  passage 
reads  "This  mortal  must /?w^ on  immortality." 
— I  Cor.  15:53.  Then  in  the  next  verse 
is  the  expression  "  When  this  mortal  shall 
have  put  on  immortality."  (The  word 
"mortal"  means  dying  or  liable  to  death.) 
In  the  third  case  we  are  told  of  "the  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  only  hath 
immortality." — i  Tim  6:15,  16.  Paul,  in 
Romans  2:7,  speaks  of  "them  who  by 
patient  continuance  in  well-doing  seek  for 
glory,  honor  and  immortahty"  [incorrup- 
tion].  The  fifth  case  speaks  of  "our  Savior 
Christ    Jesus,    who    abolished    death,    and 
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brought  life   and   immortality  [incorruption] 
to  light  through  the  gospel/' — 2  Tim.  i :  lo. 

Repeating  the  substance  of  these  few 
texts:  Man  is  not  immortal — he  is  subject  to 
death,  is  dying.  Before  the  exaltation  of  our 
Lord  Jesus,  God  only  was  immortal;  and 
man  must  put  on  immortality,  by  taking 
heed  to  the  '^exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises"  (2  Pet.  1:4)  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  if  he  ever  has  it  at  all. 

But  are  we  to  understand  that  all  who 
have  not  heard  about,  or  who  have  not  been 
moved  to  accept,  the  redemption  provided 
by  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  have  not  come  into 
harmony  with  God,  will,  when  they  die, 
remain  forever  dead  .^  We  answer:  They 
would  have  lived  no  more  if  the  Lord's 
redemptive  work  had  never  been  done.  But 
now  we  have  his  assurance  that  "All  that  are 
in  the  tombs  shall  hear  his  voice,  and  shall 
come  forth." — John  5:28,  29.  And  then, 
when  ''the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  Jehovah,  as  the  waters  cover  the 
sea"  (Isa.  11:9)?  we  may  well  suppose 
that  multitudes  will  gain  everlasting  life  by 
acceptance  of  Christ  and  obedience  to  him, 
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who  are  now  in  the  darkness  of  heathenism, 
or  bhnded  by  corrupt  faiths,  or  bound  down 
by  the  sin  and  misery  which  are  theirs  by 
birth  and  from  their  unfavorable  surround- 
ings in  this  hfe. 

This  beHef  in  the  natural,  inherent  immor- 
tality of  man  has  been  spoken  of  thus  fully 
because  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  basis  on 
which  rests  the  horrid  doctrine  of  eternal 
torment.  The  idea  of  natural  immortality 
is  borrowed  from  heathen  philosophy.  That 
it  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  Bible  we  have 
now  clearly  shown.  It  having  gained  a 
place  in  the  creed  of  Christian  believers, 
they  were  naturally  compelled  to  provide, 
in  their  scheme  of  belief,  a  place  of  endless 
woe  to  be  inhabited  by  those  who  had  not 
been  found  worthy  of  a  life  of  bliss,  but 
who,  according  to  this  grievous  error,  could 
not  die — whose  life  even  God  could  not 
take  away!  Language  cannot  express  the 
anguish  of  mind  that  has  been  caused  by 
this  belief,  based  on  the  falsehood  put  forth 
by  Satan  in  his  words,  "Ye  shall  not  surely 
die''!  How  it  has  hidden  from  the  sight  of 
his    earthly    children    some    of   the    noblest 
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attributes  in  the  perfection  of  character 
of  our  Heavenly  Father!  The  doctrine  of 
eternal  torment  is  a  denial  of  the  justice  of 
God  as  well  as  of  his  love;  a  denial  of  his 
v^isdom  and  his  power.  Endless  misery, 
useless,  awful,  horrible?  No,  no:  ^'The 
wages  of  sin  is  death;  but  the  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life — through  Jesus  Christ/' 


**  If  I  in  thy  likeness,  O  Lord,  may  awake. 
And  shine  a  pure  image  of  thee. 
Then  I  shall  be  satisfied  when  I  can  break 
The  fetters  of  death  and  be  free. 

*  *  I  know  this  stained  tablet  must  first  be  washed  white. 
To  let  thy  bright  features  be  drawn; 
I  know  I  must  suiFer  the  darkness  of  night. 
To  welcome  the  coming  of  dawn. 

■H-  *  *  -Jfr  *  * 

*^  When  on  thine  own  image  in  me  thou  hast  smiled. 
Within  thy  blest  mansion,  and  when 
The  arms  of  my  Father  encircle  his  child. 
Oh!  I  shall  be  satisfied  then." 


CHAPTER  VII. 

LOST  AND  SAVED. 

"The  Son  of  Man  came  to  seek  and  to 
save  that  which  was  lost." — Luke   19:10. 

What  zuas  lost. 

In  the  beginning,  man  stood  on  the  earth 
in  the  perfection  of  human  organism,  with 
fullness  of  physical  strength,  of  mental 
activity,  of  moral  purity.  All  that  God  had 
made  was  "very  good;'^  but  man,  alone 
having  the  likeness  of  God,  was  the  highest 
and  noblest  of  his  earthly  creatures.  And 
to  him  a  goodly  possession  was  given.  With 
the  bright  prospect  before  him  of  everlasting 
life,  in  the  favor  of  God  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  earthly  provisions  made  for  him, 
he  was  appointed  ruler  over  all  the  world 
around  him.  "Thou  hast  crowned  him 
with  glory  and  honor.  Thou  madest  him  to 
have  dominion  over  the  works  of  thy  hands : 
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thou  hast  put  all  things  under  his  feet/* — 
Psa.  8:5,  6. 

Yet,  with  the  possibility  of  continuing 
forever  in  this  life  of  happiness,  glory  and 
honor,  Adam,  the  head  of  our  race,  was 
liable  to  death.  Jehovah,  who  gave  him  life, 
could  also  take  it  away;  and  the  condition 
on  which  his  life  would  continue  was  plainly 
stated  to  him.  Unchanging  love  for  his 
Creator,  manifested  by  perfect  obedience, 
would  secure  endless  life;  "but  of  the  tree  of 
the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou  shalt 
not  eat  of  it;  for  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest 
thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die." — Gen.  2:17. 

But,  yielding  to  temptation,  he  fell. 
Unfaithfulness  to  his  Almighty  Sovereign 
brought  loss  of  his  dominion,  honor  and 
glory;  and,  more  than  all  this,  disobedience 
to  his  Creator,  his  life-giver,  brought  loss  of 
life,  ''Unto  dust  shalt  thou  return." — Gen. 
3 :  19.  Surely,  though  slowly,  the  full  penalty 
came;  and  neither  Adam  nor  any  of  his 
descendants — doomed  to  death  also,  through 
imperfection  and  weakness  received  by 
heredity  from  him — lived  beyond  that  period 
recognized  as  a  "day"  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah. 
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Before  he  had  seen  a  thousand  years,  it  could 
be  said  of  him,  as  afterward  of  the  oldest 
of  his  posterity  also,  ^'And  he  died,'' 

By  sin  came  death — an  awful  penalty,  the 
blotting  out  of  that  life  enkindled  by  God, 
the  dissolution  of  a  human  soul  into  the 
elements  and  powers  which  at  the  will  of  the 
Creator  entered  into  this  wonderful  handi- 
work of  God.  ''He  returneth  to  his  earth; 
in  that  very  day  his  thoughts  perish/' — Psa. 
146:4.  Yet  the  penalty  is  just — the  foretold 
result  of  the  violation  of  the  perfect  law  of 
God. 

How  it  was  saved. 

Where  can  help  be  found  }  All  the  sons 
of  Adam  are  doomed  to  death.  "No  one 
can  by  any  means  redeem  his  brother,  nor 
give  to  God  a  ransom  for  him,  that  he  should 
still  live  forever  and  not  see  corruption.'' — 
Psa.  49:7,  9.  Who,  then,  can  save  and 
restore  "that  which  was  lost"  .^ — the  human 
life  that  has  gone  out  in  the  darkness  of 
death,  and  the  glory  of  earthly  dominion  that 
has  vanished  away. 

God,  in  his  wisdom  and  love,  has  provided 
a  way.     Promise  was  early  given  of  a  coming 
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deliverer;  then  to  Abraham  he  said,  "In  thy 
seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
blessed.''  But,  in  spite  of  the  hopes  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  this  promise  remained 
unfulfilled  until  the  coming  of  that  descend- 
ant of  Abraham,  yet  that  holy,  spotless, 
undefiled  Son  of  God,  of  whom  Paul  declares, 
"Which  seed  is  Christ,''— G?\,  3:16.  He 
was  the  first  of  all  since  Adam  on  whom 
there  rested  not  the  condemnation  of  death; 
the  first  who  had  that  to  offer  which  would 
cancel  the  penalty  of  death — a  perfect 
human  life.  He,  "for  the  joy  set  before 
him" — of  opening  the  prison  doors  of  death, 
and  giving  life  to  a  whole  race  doomed 
to  destruction — "poured  out  his  soul  unto 
death;"  in  his  love  he  "gave  himself  a  ran- 
som for  all." 

"A  ransom  for  alV?  How  could  one  life 
offset  the  death  penalty  against  many  ?  That 
is  a  problem  the  solution  of  which,  so  simple 
and  beautiful,  many  Christians  do  not  see. 
They  try  to  satisfy  the  conditions  by  suppos- 
ing that  the  infinitely  valuable  life  of  God 
himself,  in  human  form,  was  necessary  to 
lift  this  burden  of  the  penalty  of  sin  from  the 
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millions  of  the  human  race.  But  they 
misunderstand,  forget  or  refuse  the  testimony 
of  Scripture. 

Who  stood  on  trial  before  God,  in  Eden, 
with  full  knowledge  of  God's  requirement, 
with  full  ability  to  meet  it,  and  failed  .^  One 
man — Adam.  Why  do  all  his  descendants 
bear  the  penalty  and  die }  Because  of 
hereditary  weakness.  Our  first  father,  con- 
demned to  death,  and  with  his  life  ebbing 
away,  could  not  transmit  to  his  children 
the  perfection  of  life  possessed  by  him 
before  his  condemnation;  and  they,  being 
without  the  full  power  which  he  possessed 
when  he  was  put  on  trial,  can  by  no  means 
keep  the  law  of  God,  which  requires  all  the 
love  of  a  perfect  being  to  fulfill  it. 

They  have  not  been  on  trial,  individually, 
for  continuance  of  life.  Sufi^ering  death 
through  the  act  of  him  in  whom  they  were 
represented,  they  will,  by  the  justice  of  God, 
be  released  when  his  penalty  is  lifted.  ''As 
in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all 
be  made  alive.'' — i  Cor.  15:22.  He  who 
saved  "that  which  was  lost,"  at  the  expense 
of  his  own  precious  blood,  will  soon  call  all 
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from  the  grave,  and  give  them  opportunity 
to  prove  their  worthiness  to  receive  from 
him  the  gift  of  everlasting  Hfe.  This  is  the 
purpose  of  his  coming  kingdom,  which, 
we  believe,  will  soon  be  established  on 
earth. 

Soon  will  the  joyful  song  arise 
From  all  the  millions  of  the  skies. 
That  song  of  triumph  which  records 
That  all  the  earth  is  now  the  Lord's. 

Let  thrones,  and  powers,  and  kingdoms,  be 
Obedient,  mighty  Lord,  to  thee; 
And  over  land,  and  stream,  and  main. 
Wave  thou  the  scepter  of  thy  reign. 

Soon  will  that  joyful  anthem  swell. 
And  host  to  host  the  triumph  tell. 
That  no  rebellious  foe  remains. 
But  over  all  the  Savior  reigns. 

— Mrs.  Voke. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
FUTURE  PUNISHMENT. 

An  impressive,  a  pathetic  scene  in  the 
life  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of  men 
is  described  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
twentieth  chapter.  The  Apostle  Paul  has 
called  before  him  the  elders  of  the  church 
at  Ephesus,  and  with  a  full  heart  delivers  to 
them  his  last  spoken  message,  saying  ^^I 
know  that  ye  all,  among  whom  I  have  gone 
preaching  the  Kingdom  of  God,  shall  see 
my  face  no  more/' — Acts  20:25. 

In  the  solemn  earnestness  of  such  an 
occasion,  he  calls  them  to  witness  to  his 
faithfulness  in  preaching  the  gospel.  ''I 
kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable,  but 
have  showed  you,  and  have  taught  you, 
testifying  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith 
toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." — Verses  20, 
21.     So   even   at  this  period  in  his  ministry 
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the  apostle  is  confident  that  he  has  not  left 
unsaid  any  important  thing  bearing  upon 
their  full  instruction  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  faith.  Moreover,  the  Christian 
church  has  the  priceless  treasure  of  the 
epistles  of  instruction  and  exhortation 
written  by  Paul  after  that  time,  on  to  the 
close  of  his  devoted,  faithful,  self-sacrificing 
life.  Half  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, occupying  about  one-third  of  the 
volume,    are    his   work. 

Now,  it  is  a  remarkable  thing  that 
concerning  one  article  of  faith  held  by  many 
Christian  churches  to-day  there  is  nothing 
to  be  found  in  all  the  words  of  Paul.  And 
this  is  no  less  important  a  doctrine  than  that 
of  the  nature  of  the  penalty,  the  punishment 
for  sin.  Millions  of  Christians  hold  that 
those  who  die  unconverted  from  the  error 
of  their  ways  go  to  endure  eternal  torment — 
to  live  forever  in  a  place  of  unutterable  woe. 
Can  we  for  a  moment  think  that  Paul  would 
have  failed  to  say  a  word  about  this  in  all 
his  writings,  if  it  were  true  ?  In  the  chapter 
from  which  we  have  quoted,  when  he  has 
told  them  that  they  would  see  his  face  no 
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more  he  continues:  ''Wherefore  I  testify  unto 
you  this  day  that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood 
of  all  men.  For  I  have  not  shunned  to 
declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel  of  God/^ — 
Acts  20:26,  27. 

But  why  should  we  look  for  this  doctrine 
in  the  writings  of  Paul,  or  why  believe  it  at 
all?  The  testimony  of  Scripture  is  ''The 
wages  of  sin  is  death'' — not  life  in  endless 
torment. 

Suppose  it  were  reported  that  your  father 
confined  one  of  his  children  in  a  foul  cell, 
chained  to  the  floor,  with  miserable  food  only 
sufficient  to  prolong  life,  and  that  he  heart- 
lessly inflicted  terrible  cruelties  upon  the 
victim,  for  days,  and  weeks,  and  months,  and 
years — as  punishment  for  any  off^ense,  even 
the  worst  that  can  be  supposed.  Would  not 
you,  knowing  the  character  of  your  father, 
warmly  deny  the  unjust,  slanderous  charge  ^ 
Even  if  one  of  your  own  brothers,  under  a 
great  delusion,  spread  the  report,  would  not 
you  say:  "It  is  all  a  grievous  mistake!  I 
know  that  my  father  is  a  strict  man,  requiring 
full  obedience  to  his  word;  but  he  is  a  man 
of  justice,  as  well  as  of  love,  and  he  will  not 
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inflict  any  punishment  but  what  would  have 
the  approval  of  all  who  love  the  right." 
For  the  honor  of  your  father,  and  for  the  sake 
of  the  relief  and  joy  that  would  come  to 
your  brother  and  all  the  neighbors,  you 
would  implore  them  to  examine  into  the 
matter  and  see  that  there  was  really  no 
ground  upon  which  to  rest  this  shameful 
charge. 

And  shall  a  Christian  not  protest,  for  the 
honor  of  his  Heavenly  Father  and  for  the 
good  of  his  brethren  and  all  the  world, 
against  the  awful  belief  that  God  will 
preserve  any  of  his  creatures  in  a  state 
of  indescribable  anguish,  forever  ?  The 
doctrine  of  eternal  torment  is  a  slander 
against  God,  and  a  discredit  even  to  fallen 
humanity. 

We  point  not  alone  to  the  Scripture 
declaration  that  "God  is  love;''  not  alone 
to  the  oft-repeated  statement  that  "His 
mercy  endureth  forever:''  above  all  else 
we  point  to  the  testimony  that  he  is  a  God 
of  justice.  The  Psalmist  says  "Justice  and 
judgment  are  the  foundation  of  his  throne." 
"Just   and    true   are    thy  ways,  thou    King 
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of  nations/' — Rev.  15:3.  No  reasonable 
human  being  would  feel  like  taking  vengeance 
on  even  his  worst  enemy,  for  a  most  grievous 
injury,  by  condemning  him  to  unspeakable 
torment  forever;  and  in  the  words  of  Job 
we  exclaim  "Shall  mortal  man  be  more  just 
than  God?" 

Yet  millions  of  those  who  are  said  to  be 
doomed  to  eternal  torment  lived  their  brief 
earthly  life  in  almost  total  ignorance  of 
God,  and  never  even  heard  the  name  of  the 
only  one  through  whom  comes  salvation, 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Even  in  the 
favored  lands  where  the  Christian  faith  is 
most  widespread  there  are  multitudes  whose 
conditions  of  birth,  training  and  life  are  such 
that  it  is  in  spiritual  blindness  they  spend 
their  poor  brief  existence  so  out  of  har- 
mony with  God.  When  it  is  ended,  who 
will  call  it  justice  to  doom  them  to  a  life  of 
endless  agony  ^  Even  if  they  were  the  most 
enlightened  beings  on  earth,  and  had  seen 
all  the  fullness  of  light  that  the  Word  of 
God  throws  upon  his  character  and  his 
dealings  with  his  earthly  children;  even  if 
they  then  turned    away   and   lived  in    open 


IS         GLEAMS  OF  SUNSHINE 

rebellion  against  him,  rejecting  the  offered 
salvation  through  the  Redeemer,  still  it 
would  be  awful  injustice  to  inflict  upon 
them  never-ending  suffering  for  their  sin. 
Their  punishment  is  sure,  it  is  terrible — but 
it  is  just.     It  is  death. 

Then  do  all  who  end  this  life  unreconciled 
to  God  go  down  into  death  forever .?  No, 
thank  God!  They  will  live  again.  He  who 
gave  his  life  for  them  will  give  life  to  them 
again.  ''All  that  are  in  the  tombs  [notice, 
not  in  the  "hell"  which  so  many  imagine, 
nor  in  heaven,  but  in  the  tombs]  shall  hear 
his  voice,  and  shall  come  forth,"  says  our 
Lord  himself. — John  5:28,  29.  And  Paul 
— we  do  not  find  a  word  from  him  about 
eternal  torment,  though  he  "declares  all  the 
counsel  of  God;"  but  hear  what  he  does 
declare:  "I  have  hope  toward  God  that 
there  shall  be  a  resurrection  of  both  the  just 
and  the  unjust." — Acts  24:15.  Why  would 
he  hope  for  a  resurrection  of  the  unjust 
dead,  if  it  meant  for  them  the  beginning 
of  a  life  of  eternal  torment .? 

Sin  brings  upon  mankind  its  penalty, 
death.     But  "God  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
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gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
beheveth  in  him  should  not  perish^  but  have 
everlasting  life."  There  is  no  other  way  of 
coming  into  harmony  with  God  and  securing 
endless  life  but  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  and 
a  life  in  accordance  therewith.  But  only  a 
few  out  of  all  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
Adam  have  turned  from  sin  unto  God  in 
his  appointed  way.  Comparatively  few  have 
even  heard  of  the  way — of  the  only  "name 
under  heaven,  given  among  men,  whereby  we 
must  be  saved." — Acts  4:12.  What  of  the 
millions,  past  and  present,  who  have  not 
done  so  .^  God's  special  dealing  with  them 
is  in  the  future.  "He  hath  appointed  a  day 
in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteous- 
ness by  the  Man  whom  he  hath  ordained." 
— Acts  17:31. 

But  in  the  present  age  he  will  "take  out  a 
people  for  his  name." — ^Acts  15:14.  The 
Church,  the  "body"  of  Christ,  is  being 
prepared  for  union  with  him,  the  "Head." 
The  "bride"  is  being  "made  ready"  for 
him,  the  "Bridegroom."  But  all  this  is 
preparatory  to  bestowing  upon  the  whole 
world  the  knowledge  of  the  gospel,  of  which 
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the  Bible  assures  us.  "The  earth  shall  be 
full  of  the  knowledge  of  Jehovah  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea." — Isa.  11:9. 

The  unsaved  are  going  down  into  deathy 
not  into  torment.  At  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  who  purchased  them  with  his  own 
blood,  they  will  rise  to  ///^,  not  to  torment. 
That  life  will  be  their  opportunity  to  learn 
all  that  they  did  not  learn  in  "this  present 
evil  world."  Their  Redeemer  will  then 
be  also  their  King.  Associated  with  him 
in  his  kingdom  will  be  the  "little  flock"  who 
heard  and  accepted  the  gospel  in  this  age. 
Because  of  their  faithfulness  to  him  through 
the  trials  of  the  present  life,  they  are  granted 
to  share  in  the  work  of  enlightenment,  upHft- 
ing,  blessing — the  work  of  the  coming  age, 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Lord,  the  resurrection 
period,  the  "day  of  judgment." 

Will  this  "good  tidings"  encourage  any 
to  continue  in  sin  now,  with  the  thought  that 
they  will  accept  the  favor  of  God  and  reform 
in  the  hereafter  .?  Not  at  all.  So  far  as  one 
hears  of  the  goodness  of  God  and  learns  his 
will,  he  becomes  responsible.  So  far  as  he 
sins  against  the  light  of  truth,  he  is  hardening 
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his  heart  to  resist  even  the  influence  of  any 
further  Hght  which  God  in  love  and  mercy 
and  justice  will  give  him  hereafter.  ''We 
are  sure  that  the  judgment  of  God  is  accord- 
ing to  truth  against  them  which  commit  such 
things.  And  thinkest  thou  this,  O  man, 
>K  5}^  ^  that  thou  shalt  escape  the  judgment 
of  God  ?  Or  despisest  thou  the  riches  of  his 
goodness  and  forbearance  and  longsuffering, 
not  knowing  that  the  goodness  of  God 
leadeth  thee  to  repentance  ?^^  "God  will 
render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds: 
to  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in 
well-doing  seek  for  glory  and  honor  and 
incorruption,  eternal  life;  but  unto  them 
that  do  not  obey  the  truth  but  obey  unright- 
eousness, indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation 
and  anguish,  upon  every  soul  of  man  that 
doeth  evil.'' — Rom.   2:2-4,  6-9. 

''To-day,  if  you  hear  his  voice,  harden 
not  your  hearts."  It  is  a  question  of  life 
and  death — not  eternal  torment.     Choose  ye! 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  DAY  OF  JUDGMENT. 

In    the    minds    of    many    Christians    for 
centuries  past  this  phrase,  ''the  day  of  judg- 
ment/' has  had  connected  with   it  thoughts 
of  inexpressible  terror.      The  common   idea 
has  been  that  of  a   day   somewhere   in  the 
unknown     future,    when,    amid    mysterious, 
awful,   appalling  things  occurring    in    earth 
and  the  heavens,  the  dead  are  to  be  called 
before    a    most   dreaded  tribunal,  to  receive 
sentence  for  the  deeds  done  while  they  lived 
in   this   world.      Strange    as    it     may    seem 
when    thoughfully    considered,    the    idea    is 
that  the  spirits  of  those  who  had  done  well 
are  called  to  this  court  from  the  abode  of 
happiness   in  which   they   have   been   living 
ever  since  their  human  life  came  to  an  end; 
and  the  spirits  of  evil-doers  are  called  from 
a  place  of  awful  misery,  agony,  torment,  in 
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which  they  too  have  been  living  ever  since 
they   died!     Their    everlasting    condition    is 
supposed   to   have   been   already   fixed:    the 
verdict  of  this  court  is  only  a  more  formal 
announcement — made      to      the      spirit      in 
company   with    its    earthly    body,    which    is 
supposed  to  be  raised  from  the  grave  on  this 
occasion.     The  spirits  have  been  in  happiness 
or    misery,    without    any    bodies — some    for 
years,    some   for   centuries.     But   now   ''the 
judgment  day"  is  for  the  purpose  of  publicly 
returning  them  to  their  respective  places  of 
bliss  or  woe,  with  a  human  body  attached 
to  each.     What  effect  the  body  will  have  on 
the  enjoyment  or  the   suffering  of  the  two 
classes   does   not   seem   to   be  known.     The 
writer  is   desirous  to   avoid   misrepresenting 
the  common  belief;  but,  writing   as   in  the 
sight  of  God,  and  with  hope  to  bring  truth 
and  light  to  some  of  His  earnest  but  mistaken 
or  misguided  children,  he  believes  the  above 
to  set  forth  fairly,  as  well  as  can  be  done  so 
briefly,  the  real  though  misty,  indistinct  idea 
adopted  by  a  large  number  of  the  members 
of  the  Christian  churches. 
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Before  presenting  the  Bible  view  of  the 
coming  great  *May  of  judgment/'  we  wish 
to  prepare  the  way  by  reviewing  the  records 
of  the  case  on  trial.  There  have  been 
previous  judgments  in  this  case,  which  we 
will   also  notice. 

The  supreme  judge  is  Jehovah,  the 
Almighty  God.  He  possesses  matchless 
wisdom,  unswerving  justice,  boundless  love 
and  almighty  power.  "He  hath  appointed 
a  day  in  which  he  will  judge  the  world." — 
Acts  17:31.  Why  did  the  world  have  to  be 
judged  .?  Because  of  sin.  "By  one  man  sin 
entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin.'' — 
Rom.  5:12.  The  first  of  the  human  race 
— created  in  perfection,  surrounded  by 
blessings,  living  in  happiness  and  privileged 
(if  obedient)  to  enjoy  that  life  forever — 
disobeyed  his  loving  but  just  Creator  and 
brought  upon  himself  (and,  by  heredity, 
upon  all  the  race)  the  penalty  against  sin. 
But  since  "death  passed  upon  all,"  that 
judgment  was  finished,  and  the  sentence 
was  executed — or  is  yet  in  process  of  exe- 
cution upon  some.  From  that  sentence  of 
death,    involving    the    whole    human     race, 
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there  is  no  escape.  ^' There  is  none  right- 
eous, no,  not  one/'  that  he  may  go  free; 
and  just  as  truly  "No  one  can  by  any  means 
redeem  his  brother,  or  give  to  God  a  ransom 
for  him,  that  he  should  still  live  forever,  and 
not  see  corruption." — Psa.  49:7,  9. 

How,  then,  can  there  be  any  further 
judgment  ^  We  come  now  to  the  work  of 
our  Redeemer.  Though  none  other  of  the 
human  race  could  give  to  God  a  ransom  for 
his  brother,  because  each  was  under  condem- 
nation to  death  himself,  yet  in  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  whose  life  came  not  from  the  dying 
body  of  an  earthly  father,  there  was  found 
one  "holy,  undefiled,  separate  from  sinners." 
— Heb,  7:26.  He  had  a  perfect  human  life 
to  offer,  to  pay  the  penalty  against  that  "one 
man"  who,  while  still  a  perfect  human  being, 
sinned  and  brought  upon  him  the  penalty  of 
death.  Our  Lord  Jesus,  delighting  to  do 
the  will  of  God  (whose  desire  was  that  men 
"might  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life"),  sacrificed  his  own  right  to  live  forever, 
"poured  out  his  soul  unto  death,"  "gave 
himself  a  ransom,  for  all" — so  that  "As  in 
Adam  all  die,   even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be 
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made  alive." — i  Cor.  15:22.  He  canceled 
the  penalty  against  mankind;  and  in  due 
time  the  graves  shall  open  and  the  ran- 
somed   ones    come   forth. 

Meantime,  who  can  be  on  trial  now  ? 
Those  yet  living  who  hear  the  "good  tidings 
of  great  joy,"  that  Christ  Jesus  has  "tasted 
death  for  every  man,"  and  that  they  are  now 
responsible  only  to  him  who  purchased 
them  with  his  own  blood.  They  who  are 
made  acquainted  with  the  fact  of  redemption 
by  Christ  are  now  being  judged  by  their 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  his  offered  salvation. 
The  Church  of  Christ,  all  believers,  are  on 
trial  as  soon  as  they  receive — and  as  fully  as 
they  receive — knowledge  of  the  truth  of  the 
gospel.  "Judgment  must  begin  at  the  house 
of  God."— I  Pet.  4:17. 

"Exceeding  great  and  precious  promises" 
are  made  to  those  who  endure  this  trial,  who 
pass  this  judgment  acceptably.  It  is  a 
severe  trial,  involving  self-sacrifice,  suffering, 
endurance  even  unto  death;  but  all  this  is 
"not  worthy  to  be  compared"  with  the 
happy,  glorious  future  of  those  who  receive 
the  verdict,  "Well  done."     They  are  to  be 
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"heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ/' 
Our  Lord  himself  says,  "To  him  that 
overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in 
my  throne."  And  Paul,  reminding  them 
of  their  privileges  even  in  the  present  time  of 
their  judgment,  points  also  to  their  future 
position,  saying:  "Do  ye  not  know  that  the 
saints  shall  judge  the  world?  And  if  the 
world  shall  be  judged  by  you,  are  ye  unworthy 
to  judge  the  smallest  matters  ?  Know  ye  not 
that  we  shall  judge  angels?  How  much 
more,  things  that  pertain  to  this  life  ?" — 
I  Cor.  6:2,  3. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the 
future  "day  of  judgment."  We  have  spoken 
of  Jehovah,  the  Almighty,  as  the  supreme 
judge;  and  in  this  office  he  condemned  to 
death  our  father  Adam,  in  that  first  judgment 
day  in  man's  history.  But  we  are  told  that 
"he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness 
[notice — not  in  vindictive  anger]  hy  a  Man 
whom  he  hath  ordained — having  given 
assurance  to  all,  in  that  he  hath  raised  him 
[that  Man]  from  the  dead." — Acts  17:31. 
"To  this  end  Christ  died  and  lived  [again], 
that  he  might  be  Lord  of  both  the  dead  and 
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the  living.'' — Rom.  14:9.  "The  Father 
judgeth  no  man,  but  hath  committed  all 
judgment  unto  the  Son." — John  5:22. 
After  God's  condemnation  of  Adam  to  death, 
there  would  have  been  no  further  judgment 
but  because  of  the  intervention  of  our  Lord 
Jesus.  Man  would  have  remained  in  death 
forever.  But  the  man  Christ  Jesus  having 
ransomed  the  race,  they  are  to  be  delivered 
to  him  as  his  ''purchased  possession,"  in 
order  that  he  may  work  out  his  benevolent 
design  toward  them  for  whom  he  paid  so 
great  a  price. 

The  character  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  as  known 
to  his  followers  through  the  Word  of  God, 
which  alone  reveals  him,  should  give  them 
some  assurance  of  the  nature  of  this  judg- 
ment period  which  he  has  secured  for  them 
for  whom  he  gave  his  life.  But  we  will  look 
at  some  of  the  Bible  testimony  specially 
relating  to  that   "day." 

Who  all  are  to  be  judged  in  the  appointed 
day.?  "All  that  are  in  the  tombs  shall  hear 
his  voice  [that  of  the  Son  of  Man],  and  shall 
come  forth:  they  that  have  done  good,  unto 
the  resurrection  of  life  [they  that  haye  already 
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had  their  judgment  by  reason  of  their 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  have  been  proved 
v^orthy,  will  not  undergo  further  trial,  but 
will  enter  at  once  into  their  possession  of 
endless  life — "this  is  the  first  resurrection"]; 
and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the 
resurrection  of  judgment/^ — Jc>hn  5:28,  29. 
(This  last  word  is  given  in  the  common 
version  of  the  Bible  as  "damnation;"  but  it 
is  from  the  same  Greek  word  which  in  the 
next  verse  is  properly  rendered  judgment — 
and  it  is  so  given  in  the  Revised  Version  and 
other  translations.)  They  will  be  resurrected 
— which  means  raised  up — to  live  with  the 
privileges  and  opportunities,  the  restraints 
and  punishments  also,  of  that  great  "day  of 
judgment."  For  in  proportion  as  the  evil 
of  their  former  life  was  done  against  light 
and  knowledge,  so  will  be  the  punishment 
in  the  day  of  judgment  (Luke  12:48):  so 
will  be  the  difficulty  of  bringing  the  life  into 
harmony  with  the  inflexible  laws  of  righteous- 
ness of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  which  will 
hold  sway  over  all  the  earth  in  that  day.  Our 
Lord  said  to  Capernaum,  which  had  been  a 
witness  of  his  "mighty  works,"  his  life  and 
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his  teachings:  "It  shall  be  more  tolerable  for 
the  land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of  judgment 
than  for  thee/' — Matt.  11:24.  For  they  of 
Sodom  had  lived  without  much  of  the  light 
of  truth  that  was  given  in  the  time  of  our 
Lord. 

"Judgment"  does  not  mean  the  verdict 
alone,  or  the  sentence  pronounced  by  the 
court:  it  refers  to  the  whole  trial  of  the  case. 
Think  of  the  multitudes  who  have  gone 
down  into  the  grave,  in  all  the  generations 
past,  from  all  the  benighted,  and  from  even 
those  at  best  dimly  enHghtened,  parts  of  the 
earth.  How  can  they  be  ready  to  have 
sentence  passed  as  to  whether  they  have 
accepted  redemption  through  Jesus  Christ, 
and  lived  in  harmony  with  his  teachings  .^ 
They  knew  of  none  of  these  things.  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  never  passed  by  their  way,  nor 
have  they  ever  heard  his  name — besides 
which  "there  is  none  other  name  under 
heaven,  given  among  men,  whereby  we  must 
be  saved.'' — Acts  4: 12.  How  can  they  have 
walked  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus;  run  with 
patience  the  race  set  before  his  followers; 
brought  forth  the  fruits  of  his  spirit;  sacrificed 
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and  suffered  for  his  name's  sake,  being 
faithful  even  unto  death  ?  "How  shall  thev 
call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  ? 
And  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard?'' — Rom.  10:14.  So 
they  must  learn  much  in  that  "day"  when 
"the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of 
Jehovah,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea." — 
Isa.  11:9.  The  Word  of  God  will  be  made 
plain  to  them,  as  it  never  was  in  their  former 
life;  and  their  destiny  will  depend  on  their 
conduct  then.  "The  books  were  opened 
[the  Scriptures];  and  another  book  was 
opened,  which  is  the  book  of  life  [in  which 
to  enter  the  record  of  the  ones  who  by  love 
and  obedience  then  strive  to  come  into  full 
harmony  with  God  and  win  everlasting  life]; 
and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those  things 
which  were  written  in  the  books,  according 
to  their  works"  [according  as  they  accepted 
the  salvation  through  Christ  then  first  made 
known  to  them,  and  conformed  their  lives 
to  the  full  knowledge  they  then  received]. — 
Rev.   20:12. 

As  in  the  days  of  old,  when  the  children  of 
Israel  had   been  brought  low  by  reason  of 
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their  sins  and  the  power  of  their  enemies, 
then  Jehovah  would  raise  up  for  them  a 
"judge,"  to  dehver  them  out  of  the  hands 
of  their  enemies  and  to  bring  peace  to  their 
land  (Judges  2:18):  so  the  Anointed  of 
Jehovah,  to  whom  all  power  is  given  in 
heaven  and  on  earth,  will  bind  the  great 
enemy  of  man,  the  Adversary,  and,  in  union 
with  the  glorified  Church,  "he  will  judge  the 
world  in  righteousness,  and  the  people  with 
his  truth."  With  a  strong  hand  he  will 
break  the  power  of  all  evil-doers;  he  will 
rule  the  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron  (Rev. 
2:26,  27);  he  will  bring  all  to  bow  in  sub- 
jection to  him.  Yet  all  this  is  only  for  the 
blessing  of  those  whom  he  judges.  For, 
with  all  the  sternness  and  severity  that  must 
be  shown,  he  is  the  "Prince  of  Peace." 
With  thorough  measures  will  he  seek  to 
banish  the  plagues  of  selfishness,  pride  and 
disobedience  that  have  brought  mankind 
into  so  deplorable  a  condition,  and  to 
restore  the  natural  state  of  love  and 
obedience,  without  which  none  can  enter 
upon  everlasting  life.  "And  he  will  not 
judge    after    the   sight  of    his   eyes,   neither 
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reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears 
[not  hastily,  from  appearances  alone];  but 
with  righteousness  will  he  judge  the  poor, 
and  reprove  with  equity  for  the  meek  of  the 
earth." — Isa.  11:3,  4. 

This  great  Judge  will  continue  his  work  a 
thousand  years. — Rev.  20:6.  This  is  ''the 
day  of  judgment,"  under  the  rule  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  Lord.  The  multitude  of 
"the  dead  risen  from  land  and  from  ocean" 
will  during  this  time  be  instructed  and  helped, 
as  well  as  restrained  and  punished,  until 
they  are  fully  prepared  to  give  evidence  of 
their  desire  to  remain  in  harmony  with  God, 
in  love  and  obedience  to  him  forever — or  of 
their  willful  disposition  to  do  evil,  even  after 
full  knowledge  of  the  character  of  God,  the 
redemption  by  Christ  Jesus,  and  the  con- 
ditions on  which  they  may  enjoy  everlasting 
happy  life.  When  the  latter  class  has  fully 
manifested,  like  Satan,  a  willful  opposition 
to  God,  the  sentence  will  be  executed  upon 
this  ''goat"  class  (Matt.  25:31-46) — ''The 
soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die."  "This  is 
the  second  death."  They  having  proved 
unworthy  of  the  life  which  came  to  them  as 
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a  free  gift  from  Christ,  their  Life-Giver, 
when  he  raised  them  from  the  grave,  it 
will  be  taken  away,  and  they  will  be  as 
though    they  had  not  been — forever. 

At  the  close  of  the  thousand  years  of 
judgment,  our  Lord  delivers  unto  the 
Father  the  kingdom,  in  which  righteousness 
and  peace  and  joy  have  been  fully  established, 
and  from  which  all  evil  has  been  blotted 
out  (i  Cor.  15:24) — saying  to  the  "sheep" 
class,  the  loving  and  obedient  who  in  this 
''judgment  day"  have  had  their  names 
enrolled  in  the  book  of  life:  "Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world." — Matt.  25:34. 

Dear  fellow  Christians,  consecrated  to  the 
service  of  our  Master,  may  these  thoughts 
strengthen  us  in  striving  to  "make  our  calling 
and  election  sure."  Let  us  rejoice  at  thought 
of  our  blessed  work  when,  associated  with 
our  Savior,  our  Lord,  our  Bridegroom,  we 
shall  have  the  happiness  of  bringing  to  the 
ransomed  world  the  blood-bought  privileges 
of  "the  judgment  day." 


CHAPTER  X. 

FROM  DARKNESS  TO  LIGHT. 

"Darkness  shall  cover  the  earth,  and 
gross  darkness  the  peoples;  but  Jehovah 
will  arise  upon  thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be 
seen  upon  thee.  And  nations  shall  come 
to  thy  light,  and  kings  to  the  brightness 
of  thy  rising."  ^^Arise,  shine;  for  thy  light 
is  come,  and  the  glory  of  Jehovah  is  risen 
upon  thee."— Isa.  60:2,  3,   i. 

Some  time  ago,  a  journal  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  contained  an 
article  v^hich   said:  — 

"The  ideas  of  some  are  very  misty  and 
indefinite  in  regard  to  the  w^orld's  spiritual 
condition.  We  hear  of  glorious  revival  v^ork 
at  home  and  abroad,  of  fresh  missionary 
efforts  in  various  directions,  of  one  country 
after  another  opening  to  the  gospel,  and  of 
large  sums  being  devoted  to  its  spread;  and 
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we  get  the  idea  that  adequate  efforts  are 
being  made  for  the  evangehzation  of  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

"It  is  estimated  that  the  world's  population 
now  is  about  1,500,000,000;  and  examination 
shows  that  nearly  two-thirds  are  still  totally 
heathen,  and  the  remainder  are  mostly 
either  followers  of  Mahomet  or  members  of 
those  great  apostate  churches  whose  rehgion 
is  practically  a  Christianized  idolatry,  and 
who  can  scarcely  be  said  to  hold  or  teach  the 
gospel  of  Christ.  Even  as  to  the  116  millions 
of  nominal  Protestants,  we  must  remember 
how  large  a  proportion  in  Germany,  England 
and  this  country  have  lapsed  into  infidelity — 
a  darkness  deeper,  if  possible,  than  even  that 
of  heathenism — and  how  many  are  blinded 
by  superstition  or  buried  in  extreme  ignorance. 

"So  while  8  millions  of  Jews  still  reject 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  while  more  than 
300  millions  who  bear  his  name  have 
apostatized  from  his  faith,  170  millions 
more  bow  before  Mahomet,  and  the  vast 
remainder  of  mankind  are  to  this  day 
worshipers  of  stocks  and  stones,  of  their 
own    ancestors,    of  dead    heroes,    or   of  the 
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devil  himself — all  in  one  way  or  another 
worshiping  and  serving  the  creature  instead 
of  the  Creator,  who  is  God  over  all,  blessed 
forever.  Is  there  not  enough  here  to  sadden 
the  hearts  of  thoughtful  Christians  ?'' 

Albert  Barnes,  the  Bible  commentator, 
wrote:  "When  I  look  on  a  world  of  sinners 
and  sufferers,  a  world  of  woe  filled  with 
hearts  to  suffer  forever;  when  I  see  my 
friends,  my  parents,  my  family,  my  people, 
my  fellow  citizens — a  whole  race,  all  involved 
in  this  sin  and  danger;  when  I  see  the  great 
mass  of  them  wholly  unconcerned;  and  when 
I  feel  that  God  alone  can  save  them,  and 
yet  he  does  not  do  it,  I  am  struck  dumb. 
It  is  all  dark,  dark  to  my  soul,  and  I  can  not 
disguise  it!" 

This  good  man  had  not  yet  seen  the  blessed 
truth  concerning  the  ''  restoration  of  all  things 
which  God  hath  spoken;''  he  had  not  seen 
that  a  part  of  the  great  plan  of  God  is  being 
carried  to  completion  in  this  age,  preparatory 
to  the  work  of  mercy  and  blessing  in  the 
coming  kingdom  of  our  Lord. 

A  well  known  bishop  in  one  of  the  leading 
denominations   in  this   country,   some  years 
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ago,  while  painting  with  strong  language  the 
pitiable  condition  of  the  millions  in  heathen- 
ism, wrote:  — 

"Put  into  the  picture  the  remembrance 
that  they  are  beings  who  have  the  same 
humanity  that  we  have,  that  are  in  this  case; 
that  there  are  no  hearts  among  all  these 
millions  that  do  not  have  human  cravings, 
and  that  might  not  be  purified  and  ennobled; 
that  these  lands  under  the  doom  of  such 
wretchedness  might  equal,  and  many  of 
them  even  surpass,  the  land  in  which  we 
dwell,  had  they  what  we  could  give  them. 

"Paint  a  starless  sky,  hang  your  picture 
with  night,  drape  the  mountains  with  dark- 
ness, hang  the  curtains  deep  along  every 
shore  and  landscape,  darken  all  the  past,  let 
the  future  be  draped  in  deeper  night,  fill 
the  awful  gloom  with  hungry,  sad-faced 
and  sorrow-driven  women  and  children — 
it  is  the  heathen  world,  the  people  seen  in 
vision  by  the  ancient  prophet,  Svho  sit  in 
the  region  and  shadow  of  death,'  to  whom 
no  light  has  yet  come,  sitting  there  still 
through  the  long,  long  night,  waiting  and 
watching  for  the  morning." 
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And  when  he  thought  of  what  is  generally- 
taught  to  be  the  fate  after  death  of  all  these 
people,  he  broke  out  impulsively — "If  the 
awful  thought  could  once  take  possession 
of  my  mind,  that  the  whole  heathen  world 
must  of  necessity  be  lost  forever,  simply 
because  they  are  heathen,  I  would  not  send 
them  a  gospel  which  reveals  such  a  God.'^ 

The  bishop  failed  to  see  how  they  shall 
come  from  darkness  to  light.  "Jehovah 
will  arise  upon  thee  [the  completed,  glorified 
Church  of  Christ],  and  nations  [gentiles, 
heathen,  all  people  of  the  earth]  shall  come 
to  thy  light.''  Their  elevation  and  salvation 
must  come  through  the  teachings  of  the  gospel. 
Taken  to  them  by  whom  .?  By  the  Church, 
the  body  or  bride  of  Christ,  when  joined 
in  glory  and  power  with  her  Head  or 
Bridegroom — when  the  people  of  the  nations, 
both  the  living  and  the  dead,  after  the 
resurrection,  have  come  under  his  righteous 
government,  his  just  "judgment.'' 

The  word  "gospel"  means  good  tidings. 
There  are  two  principal  facts  included  in 
the  gospel:  first,  Christ  died  for  our  sins; 
second,    because    of   his    atoning    death,  all 
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mankind  may  have  forgiveness,  may  return 
to  the  favor  of  God  which  was  lost  and  may 
secure  everlasting  life — if  they  comply  with 
the  conditions  which  God  has  made.  In 
this  age  the  gospel  selects  the  bride  of 
Christ  from  among  those  who  have  ''an  ear 
to  hear/'  and  bears  witness  to  all  the  world. 
But  this  gospel  is  also  to  do  a  great  work 
for  the  poor,  blinded  children  of  men  in  "the 
age  to  come.''  Satan,  who  now  blinds 
those  who  do  not  believe,  will  be  bound, 
that  he  may  deceive  the  people  no  more; 
the  blind  eyes  shall  be  opened,  the  deaf 
ears  shall  hear;  and  "the  earth  shall  be  full 
of  the  knowledge  of  Jehovah,  as  the  waters 
cover  the  sea." — Isa.  ii:g.  Not  only  all 
the  living,  but  all  in  the  tombs,  shall  then 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  they 
that  hearken,  obey,  shall  live — in  the  love 
and  favor  of  God  they  may  enjoy  everlasting 
life. 

How  fervently  we  can  say  "Thy  kingdom 
come!"  when  we  see  that  then  the  world  will 
pass  from  darkness  to  light. 


CHAPTER  XL 

KINGDOMS  OF  THIS  WORLD. 

In  the  beginning  of  man's  history,  Adam 
was  given  dominion  over  the  earth.  God 
created  man  in  his  own  image  :  male  and 
female  created  he  them.  And  God  blessed 
them,  and  said  unto  them.  Be  fruitful,  and 
multiply,  and  fill  the  earth,  and  subdue  it; 
and  have  dominion  over  every  living  thing 
that  moveth  upon  the  earth. — Gen.  1 127,  28. 
Contemplating  the  glory  of  Jehovah  and  the 
dignity  of  man,  David  says  :  "Thou  hast 
made  him  but  little  lower  than  God  [or 
"the  angels" — Heb.  2:7],  and  crownest  him 
with  glory  and  honor.  Thou  makest  him 
to  have  dominion  over  the  works  of  thy 
hands.'' — Psa.  8:5,  6.  Man  was  thus  to  be 
in  kingly  power,  the  representative  of  God 
on  earth. 
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Disloyalty  to  his  Sovereign  caused  earth's 
appointed  ruler  to  lose  his  dominion.  Falling 
into  sin,  man  was  deposed  from  his  eminent 
place.  He  has  not  been  deprived  of  all 
power,  but  God  has  left  him  to  his  own 
devices,  under  the  influence  of  the  Adversary 
who  led  him  astray,  to  make  the  best 
government  that  he  can,  without  the  guidance 
and  favor  of  God. 

For  a  time  a  typical  kingdom  of  God, 
over  a  chosen  people,  Israel,  was  on  earth; 
but  with  Zedekiah,  the  last  who  reigned  of 
the  house  of  David,  that  typical  kingdom, 
because  of  wickedness,  passed  away — "until 
he  come  whose  right  it  is,''  our  Lord  Jesus. — 
Ezek.  21:27.  Therefore,  all  other  forms  of 
earthly  dominion  are  not  of  God,  but  are 
"kingdoms  of  this  world,"  and  Satan,  "the 
prince  of  this  world,"  has  much  to  do  with 
their  control.  But  though  these  kingdoms 
are  not  approved  of  God,  though  they  are 
not  conducted  according  to  his  will,  they  are 
recognized  by  him,  and  will  be  permitted  to 
hold  sway  until  his  due  time  for  their 
overthrow. 
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Even  the  land  and  the  beloved  city  of  God's 
chosen  people — the  people  of  his  typical 
kingdom — ^were  permitted  by  him  to  become 
subject,  like  all  other  lands,  to  the  sway  of 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world.  ^^  Jerusalem 
shall  be  trodden  down  of  the  gentiles,  until 
the  times  of  the  gentiles  be  fulfilled." — 
Luke  21:24.  Yet  in  this  picture  of  woe 
there  is  also  a  gleam  of  sunshine.  There  is 
assurance  that  a  time  is  coming  when  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  will  no  longer  retain 
their  power  over  the  earth.  ''Until  the 
times  of  the  gentiles  be  fulfilled,^'  This 
indicates  that  God  has  fixed  definite  times 
for  their  continuance;  as  an  indefinite, 
unlimited  time  can  not  well  be  said  to  be 
fulfilled, 

God's  permission  of  the  ruling  power  of 
these  kingdoms,  for  a  time,  is  shown  in  the 
account  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream  and  the 
interpretation  thereof  in  the  book  of  Daniel, 
second  chapter;  and  this,  in  connection  with 
Daniel's  visions  and  interpretations  in  the 
seventh  and  eighth  chapters,  shows  us 
that  the  dominion  over  the  earth  was  to 
be     exercised      by     four     successive     great 
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monarchies  :  Babylon,  Medo-Persia,  Greece 
and  Rome.  These  were  represented  by  an 
image  composed  of  gold,  silver,  brass  and 
iron,  the  value  and  brilliance  decreasing  from 
the  head  of  gold  dov^n  to  that  which  repre- 
sented the  last  kingdom — the  legs  of  iron 
and  the  feet  of  iron  mingled  with  clay. 

Thus  is  symbolized  the  waning  power  and 
stability  of  fallen  man's  dominion.  The 
first  kingdom  here  represented  had  an  abso- 
lute monarch  whose  word  was  law  over  all 
his  realm.  In  the  period  when  the  iron 
was  mixed  with  clay — the  latter  part  of  the 
dominion  of  Rome,  the  time  in  which  we 
are  living — the  power  and  authority  once 
exercised  by  the  monarch  alone  have  been 
much  diffused  among  the  people,  "mingled 
with  the  seed  of  men."  Even  though  this 
has  brought  much  liberty  and  great  blessings 
to  a  larger  portion  of  the  people,  it  has 
apparently  lessened  the  authority  and  the 
stability  of  the  governments,  and  prepared 
for  their  overthrow — for  the  great  change 
predicted,  when  "the  kingdom  of  the  world 
is  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  his 
Anointed. " — Rev.   11:15. 
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This  change  was  foretold,  in  Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream,  by  the  appearance  of  "a 
stone  which  smote  the  image  upon  its  feet 
that  were  of  iron  and  clay,  and  broke  them 
in  pieces.  Then  the  iron,  the  clay,  the  brass, 
the  silver  and  the  gold  were  broken  in  pieces 
together,  and  became  like  the  chaff  of  the 
summer  threshing-floors;  and  the  wind 
carried  them  away,  so  that  no  place  was 
found  for  them;  and  the  stone  that  smote 
the  image  became  a  great  mountain,  and 
filled  the  whole  earth/' — Dan.   2:34,   35. 

The  landmarks  of  the  past  are  to  be  swept 
away  by  a  cyclone  of  revolution,  but  the 
bow  of  promise  will  be  in  the  cloud.  ^'I 
will  shake  all  nations,  and  the  Desire  of  all 
nations  shall  come,^^ — Haggai  2:7. 

^'Adam  had  his  Garden  in  Eden,  David 
his  Jerusalem  in  Palestine,  Nebuchad- 
nezzar his  Babylon  the  Great  in  Chaldea, 
and  Messiah  will  have  his  New  Jerusalem  in 
Paradise,  the  earth  restored  from  the  curse, 
prepared  and  finished.  The  Paradise  that 
was  lost  and  the  Jerusalem  that  was  destroyed 
were  types  of  future  blessedness  and  glory  to 
be  ever-enduring;  while  Babylon  and  Rome 


106       GLEAMS  OF  SUNSHINE 

are  twin  symbols  of  the  pride  and  pomp 
and  selfishness  and  vanity  and  general  wick- 
edness and  cruelty  of  fallen  man.  And  the 
accomplished  fate  of  one  and  the  predicted 
fate  of  the  other  of  those  cities  typify  the 
certain  and  utter  end  of  all  their  abominations, 
and  the  terrible  retribution  sure  to  overtake 
all  who  have  participated  in  them." 

Oh!  where  are  kings  and  empires  now. 

Of  old  that  went  and  came  ? 
But,  Lord,  thy  Church  is  praying  yet, 

A  thousand  years  the  same. 

We  mark  her  goodly  battlements 

And  her  foundations  strong; 
We  hear,  within,  the  solemn  voice 

Of  her  unending  song. 

For  not  like  kingdoms  of  the  world 

Thy  holy  Church,  O  God! 
Tho'  earthquake  shocks  are  threatening  her. 

And  tempests  are  abroad,— 

Unshaken  as  eternal  hills. 

Immovable  she  stands: 

A  mountain  that  shall  fill  the  earth, 

A  house  not  made  by  hands. 

— A,  C.  Coxe. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD. 

Throughout  the  Bible  there  are  promises 
of  a  coming  kingdom  which  God  will  establish 
over  the  whole  earth,  in  due  time,  to  succeed 
the  kingdoms  of  men.  There  are  prophetic 
statements  about  its  setting  up,  its  character, 
its  work  of  blessing  and  its  king.  John  the 
Baptist  announced  ^'The  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  at  hand.'^  Our  Lord  likewise  preached 
^'The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.''  And 
calling  the  twelve  together,  ^'He  sent  them 
forth  to  preach  the  kingdom  of  God.''  He 
taught  his  disciples  to  pray:  "Thy  kingdom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done,  as  in  heaven,  so  on 
earth."  He  said  unto  them:  ^'Fear  not, 
little  flock;  for  it  is  your  Father's  good 
pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom." 

It  is  true  that  in  some  cases  the  Church  of 
Christ  even  in  the  present  age  is  spoken  of  as 
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the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  in  the  words  of 
our  Lord,  "The  kingdom  of  heaven  sufFereth 
violence,  and  men  of  violence  take  it  by 
force;"  or  again,  ''Unto  v^hat  is  the  kingdom 
of  God  like  ?  It  is  like  unto  a  grain  of 
mustard  seed;"  "It  is  like  unto  leaven." 
But  this  is  only  with  reference  to  it  as  the 
kingdom  in  embryo,  the  members  of  which, 
if  they  endure  the  testing  and  are  accounted 
worthy,  will  have  a  share  in  the  promised 
future  kingdom.  Jesus  said  "My  kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world." — John  18:36.  "Ye 
are  they  which  have  continued  with  me  in 
my  temptations;  and  I  appoint  unto  you  a 
kingdom,  even  as  my  Father  appointed  unto 
me,  that  ye  may  eat  and  drink  at  my  table  in 
my  kingdom;  and  ye  shall  sit  on  thrones 
judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel." — Luke 
22:28-30. 

Just  before  our  Lord's  death  he  spoke  a 
parable  unto  his  disciples  "because  they 
supposed  that  the  kingdom  of  God  was 
immediately  to  appear.  He  said,  therefore, 
A  certain  nobleman  went  into  a  far  country, 
to  receive  for  himself  a  kingdom,  and  to 
return." — Luke   19:11,    12.     The  nobleman 
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represents  Jesus  our  Lord.  His  kingdom 
will  not  be  established  until  he  returns. 
Then  the  prospective  members  of  his 
kingdom,  those  who  in  this  age  are  seeking 
for  fellowship  with  the  Lord  in  the  work  of 
blessing  under  his  reign,  will  have  been 
fully  tested,  tried,  developed;  and  those  who 
prove  faithful,  worthy,  acceptable,  will  ''enter 
into  the  joy  of  their  Lord.''  They  will  have 
the  blessed  privilege  of  sharing  with  him  in 
enlightening  all  of  mankind,  instructing  them 
concerning  all  that  God  has  done  for  them 
and  all  that  he  requires  of  them,  leading 
them  toward  righteousness  and  perfection, 
when  they  may,  if  willing  and  obedient, 
secure  everlasting  life. 

This  is  the  grand  work  of  the  coming 
kingdom — a  work  of  "reconstruction''  in 
what  had  been  a  rebellious  province  of 
God's  domains.  If  any  are  incorrigible,  not 
willing  to  come  into  obedience  and  harmony 
with  the  Son  of  God,  their  king,  and  with 
Jehovah  the  Father,  they  will  be  cut  off  from 
life  forever,  they  will  die  ''the  second  death;" 
and  of  resurrection  from  that  death  there  is 
on  promise  and  no  hope. 
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Some  may  be  troubled  by  a  statement  in 
Revelation  20:5,  which  they  will  think  denies 
that  the  dead  in  general  are  to  partake  of  the 
blessings  of  the  reign  of  Christ,  as  this  book 
sets  forth.  The  sentence  to  which  reference 
is  made  reads  thus:  "The  rest  of  the  dead 
lived  not  until  the  thousand  years  should  be 
finished."  But  these  words  are  believed  to 
be  spurious,  an  interpolation,  as  they  are  not 
found  in  several  of  the  oldest  and  best 
manuscripts  known.  They  may  have  been 
a  marginal  comment  by  some  early  copyist, 
by  error  embodied  in  the  text.  They  seem 
to  be  out  of  harmony  with  other  teachings  of 
the  Word.  Moreover,  if  we  read  the  passage 
omitting  this  one  sentence  we  have  a  close 
and  unbroken  line  of  thought;  while  with  it 
remaining,  this  is  not  the  case. 

We  understand  from  the  Scriptures  that 
there  will  be  two  parts  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  when  it  is  established  over  all  the  earth 
on  the  return  of  our  Lord  to  reign.  Above 
all  will  be  Jesus  the  Anointed,  and  with  him 
his  "body,"  his  "bride,"  the  faithful  Church 
of  this  gospel  age,  whom  he  will  glorify  and 
take   unto  himself  at  his  coming.     He  will 
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not  be  in  the  human  form  which  he  took  for 
the  suffering  of  death,  that  he  might  redeem 
man  from  death,  but  he  will  be  a  glorious 
spirit  being,  the  highly  exalted  one  to  whom 
God  has  given  "the  name  which  is  above 
every  name.''  And  ''we  shall  be  like  him; 
for  we  shall  see  him  even  as  he  is/' — i  John 
3:2.  We  may  get  some  idea  of  him  ''as  he 
is"  when  we  think  of  how  he  appeared  to 
the  three  disciples  at  the  transfiguration,  or 
when  we  think  of  the  overpowering  glory 
of  the  one  who,  as  Saul  was  going  to 
Damascus,  appeared  unto  him  on  the 
way. 

We  understand  that  the  earthly  phase  of 
the  kingdom  will  have  in  it  those  who  were 
the  tried  and  faithful  ones  of  God  in  times 
previous  to  this  gospel  dispensation — before 
the  privilege  was  given  to  become  members 
of  the  body  of  Christ.  As  the  faithful 
members  of  his  Church  will,  at  his  coming, 
be  raised  in  the  perfection  of  spirit  beings, 
so  these  tried  and  approved  ones  of  the 
earlier  ages  will  be  raised  in  the  perfection 
of  human  beings.  Abraham,  Moses,  David, 
the  prophets,  those  who  "had  witness  borne 
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to  them  through  their  faith"  (Heb.  11:39), 
will  be  the  grand,  illustrious  rulers  on  the 
earthly  plane. 

They  may  well  be  supposed  to  have  com- 
munication from  the  exalted  spirit  rulers, 
our  Lord  and  his  "body,"  in  a  manner 
similar  to  that  by  which  God  has  sometimes 
spoken  to  his  earthly  children  in  times  past. 
Angels  have  come  in  the  forms  of  men  and 
talked  face  to  face  with  man.  Our  Lord, 
after  his  resurrection,  seems  to  have  assumed 
various  human  forms  and  communicated 
with  those  whom  he  loved.  Thus  we  can 
at  least  form  an  idea  of  how  the  supreme 
rulership  of  the  exalted  Christ  may  be 
exercised  on  earth  through  these  "fathers" 
whom  the  great  king  "shall  make  princes 
in  all  the  earth." — Psa.  45:16. 

We  believe  that  all  the  children  of  Adam 
(and  also  our  first  parents),  from  first  to  last, 
will  in  due  time  and  order  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  Man  and  come  forth  from  the 
tomb  to  have  the  light  and  knowledge  and 
opportunities  of  this  reign  of  Christ,  this  ''day 
of  judgment."  "He  will  judge  the  world 
with    righteousness,    and    the    peoples    with 
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equity.'^ — Psa.  98:9.  With  assurance  of  the 
blessing  that  is  to  come  to  earth  when  the 
King  takes  his  great  power  and  reigns,  we 
can  exclaim,  in  the  words  of  the  Psalmist 
when  he  foresaw  this,  ''  Let  the  heavens  be 
glad,  and  let  the  earth  rejoice!'' 

The  view  of  the  coming  kingdom  given  in 
the  following  pages  consists  in  great  part  of 
extracts  from  a  booklet  called  ^^The  Image 
and  the  Stone,"  now  out  of  print. 

Much  is  said  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  con- 
cerning the  ''kingdom  of  God."  Indeed, 
the  entire  scope  of  sacred  history  seems  to  be 
a  record  of  the  first  establishment  of  that 
kingdom  on  the  earth,  its  overthrow  and 
suspension,  the  transitions  and  vicissitudes  of 
authority  exercised  according  to  the  will  of 
man,  the  utter  failure  of  fallen  man  to  govern, 
and  the  final  and  permanent  restoration  of 
God's  sovereignty  in  the  person  of  the 
Messiah.  This  dominion,  originally  founded 
in  Eden  under  Adam,  will  ultimately  extend 
over  all  the  earth  under  Christ. 
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The  kingdom  of  God  is  a  territory  and 
government  in  which  the  perfect  will  of  God 
is  the  supreme  law  and  authority,  and  where 
the  law  is  fully  published  and  faithfully 
administered  by  the  rulers,  and  is  well  under- 
stood and  willingly  and  perfectly  obeyed  by 
the  subjects.  Such  are  the  conditions  in 
heaven,  and  such  must  eventually  be  the 
conditions  on  earth.  On  these  conditions 
everlasting  life  and  its  enjoyments  depend. 
Righteousness  is  the  foundation  of  God's 
throne,  the  essence  of  his  law,  the  animus  of 
his  government;  and  whatever  will  not 
conform  to  that  fundamental  and  eternal 
principle  must  be  destroyed — taken  out  of 
existence. 

God  made  the  earth  for  man:  he  formed 
man  for  the  earth,  constructed  his  nature  in 
harmony  with  earthly  conditions  and  adapted 
him  to  the  fullest  experience  of  all  the  happi- 
ness that  earthly  environments  are  designed 
to  produce.  Man  in  his  normal  state  is  as 
perfectly  adapted  to  the  earth,  and  earth 
freed  from  the  curse  is  as  perfectly  adapted 
to  man,  as  God  is  adapted  to  heaven  and 
heaven    to    God.     When    the    Creator    first 
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formed  the  earth  and  man,  and  established 
the  relations  between  them,  and  their  mutual 
adaptations,  he  contemplated  the  arrange- 
ment with  satisfaction  and  pronounced  it 
"very  good/'  Nowhere  are  we  informed 
that  since  then  he  has  at  any  time  proposed 
any  alterations  or  improvements  of  his 
original  plan.  "I,  Jehovah,  change  not.'' 
The  whole  earth  will  be  as  Eden,  as  the 
garden  of  God,  and  "All  the  ends  of  the 
earth  shall  remember  and  turn  unto  Jehovah; 
and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall 
worship  before  thee." 

As  God's  vicegerent,  Adam  was  earth's 
first  king.  In  his  rational  and  moral  nature 
and  in  his  official  position,  he  was  the  image 
of  his  Maker.  As  such,  God  clothed  him 
with  authority,  gave  him  dominion,  made 
him  his  visible  representative  and  installed 
him  monarch  of  the  world.  Had  Adam 
retained  his  righteousness  he  would  have 
retained  forever  his  life  and  oflSce:  when  the 
crown  of  righteousness  was  laid  aside  the 
throne  became  vacant.  It  will  remain  unoc- 
cupied and  the  crown  unworn  until  Christ, 
the  second   Adam,   shall  possess  them. 
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For  about  three  thousand  years  God  made 
no  attempt  to  reestabhsh  his  kingdom  on  the 
earth,  but  permitted  the  children  of  men  to 
experiment  with  the  fragments  of  authority 
much  as  they  pleased.  In  due  course  of 
time  he  founded  a  typical  kingdom  on  a 
small  scale  over  a  people  prepared  for  that 
special  purpose.  The  people  chosen  were 
the  seed  of  Abraham,  through  the  line  of 
Jacob,  called  the  children  of  Israel;  and  the 
first  king  anointed  over  them  was  Saul,  of  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin. 

But  like  Adam  in  the  real  kingdom,  Saul 
in  the  typical  kingdom  refused  to  obey  God. 
The  same  result  followed  in  the  second  case 
as  in  the  first :  the  kingdom  was  wrested  from 
Saul  to  be  given  to  another  better  than  he. 
David,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  succeeded  to  the 
throne  of  Israel,  and  to  him  God  sware  that 
it  should  remain  in  his  line  forever;  that  he 
should  never  want  for  a  man  of  his  loins  to 
sit  upon  it. 

During  the  reigns  of  David  and  Solomon, 
God's  kingdom  of  Israel  attained  to  great 
power,  glory  and  influence,  commanding  the 
tribute,  fear  and  respect  of  all  the  nations  of 
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the  earth  then  existing.  But  as  a  perfect, 
universal  and  ever-enduring  kingdom  it  was  a 
failure,  while  in  its  typical,  symbolical  and 
prophetical  character  it  answered  the  purpose 
intended.  God  was  not  disappointed,  nor 
his  plans  and  designs  modified,  nor  their 
execution  delayed.  He  will  hasten  the  work 
in  his  own  good  time. 

God  always  holds  sovereignty  in  his  own 
hands  and  delegates  it  to  whomsoever  he  will. 
After  the  fall  of  Israel,  God's  plan  did  not 
comprise  any  further  attempt  to  form  his 
kingdom  until  the  appointed  time  should 
arrive  for  its  complete  and  final  establish- 
ment. During  the  interim  between  the 
kingdom  in  type  and  the  kingdom  in  fact, 
he  allows  a  line  and  variety  of  monarchs, 
great  and  small,  to  continue  experimenting 
and  failing  in  their  efforts  to  rule,  and 
selfishly  use  and  cruelly  abuse  the  power 
placed   in  their  hands. 

This  interim  is  called  in  Scripture  "the 
times  of  the  gentiles,''  and  the  succession 
and  forms  of  government  prevailing  are 
styled  "the  kingdoms  of  this  world,"  none  of 
which  is  in  any  sense  the  kingdom  of  God, 
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nor  can  they  ever  become  incorporated  into 
God's  kingdom  until  the  Son  of  Man  shall 
sit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory  and  rule  the 
nations  with  a  scepter  of  iron. 

When  the  theocratic  monarchy  of  Israel 
ceased,  the  crown  of  empire  passed  by  divine 
appointment  to  Babylon,  thence  to  Persia, 
thence  to  Greece,  thence  to  Rome.  Here,  in 
manifold  divisions  and  subdivisions,  it  must 
remain  until  he  shall  come  whose  right  it  is; 
until  the  King  of  kings  returns  to  earth  to 
take  the  throne. 

To  Nebuchadnezzar,  God  not  only  revealed 
in  vision  the  orderly  succession  and  rapidly 
diminishing  glory  of  the  greatest  of  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  but  also  made  known 
to  him  the  certain  destiny  of  all  the  efforts  of 
humanity  at  self-government. — Dan.  2 :  29-45. 
While  the  great  image,  the  symbol  of  all 
earthly  dominion  as  wielded  by  the  sons  of 
fallen  Adam,  stood  before  him,  inspiring 
wonder  and  dread  by  its  magnitude  and 
terrible  brightness,  the  king  saw  a  stone, 
small,  insignificant,  contemptible  to  all 
appearance,  smite  the  image  on  its  feet. 
The   members  of  the  huge  giant,    from  the 
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toes  to  the  head,  in  their  mineral  compo- 
sition from  clay  to  gold,  were  broken  in 
pieces  and  reduced  to  fine  powder,  which 
the   wind   blew   away. 

Amazed  at  the  sudden  and  utter  destruc- 
tion of  so  much  greatness,  wealth  and  splendor 
by  such  ignoble  means,  the  king  continued  to 
behold.  The  stone,  having  thoroughly  done 
its  work,  rested  in  the  place  from  which  it 
removed  the  image.  It  increased,  expanded, 
developed,  until  it  became  a  great  mountain 
and  filled  the  whole  earth. 

The  king  observed  no  human  agency  in  all 
this  wonderful  phenomenon.  He  knew  not 
the  origin  or  nature  of  the  force  by  which  the 
stone  was  impelled,  or  of  the  life  by  which  it 
was  developed.  He  saw  only  that  it  was  ^^cut 
out  of  the  mountain  without  hands,"  that  its 
destructive  power  was  irresistible,  and  that 
inherent  in  it  was  a  tremendous  vital  energy. 

"In  the  days  of  those  kings  shall  the  God 
of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom  which  shall 
never  be  destroyed,  nor  shall  the  sovereignty 
thereof  be  left  to  another  people;  but  it  shall 
break  in  pieces  and  consume  all  these  king- 
doms, and  it  shall  stand  forever.     Forasmuch 


120       GLEAMS  OF  SUNSHINE 

as  thou  sawest  that  a  stone  was  cut  out  of  the 
mountain  without  hands,  and  that  it  brake 
in  pieces  the  iron  and  clay,  the  brass,  the 
silver  and  the  gold,  the  great  God  hath  made 
known  to  the  king  what  shall  come  to  pass 
hereafter;  and  the  dream  is  certain,  and  the 
interpretation  thereof  sure/' — Dan.  2:44,  45. 

The  image  as  a  whole  represented  the 
political  affairs  of  earth  administered  by 
sinful,  selfish  and  cruel  men;  while  its 
component  metals,  in  their  consecutive  order 
of  diminishing  values,  indicated  the  tranfers, 
transitions  and  grades  of  deterioration  in 
dignity  and  power  of  that  administration,  as 
it  passes  from  the  king  to  the  people,  from 
the  head  to  the  toes,  from  the  gold  to  the 
clay. 

The  form  of  the  image  was  human,  its 
composition  metallic — earthly  materials.  All 
had  reference  to  human  affairs,  to  earthly 
conditions.  The  metals  are  earthly  symbols, 
each  corresponding  to  a  peculiar  form  or 
stage  of  earthly  government;  each  standing 
for  a  kingdom  or  empire  which  sprang 
up  and  ran  its  course  among  men  on  the 
earth. 
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As  the  image  was  not  the  symbol  of 
heavenly  or  spiritual  government,  and  as 
none  of  the  metals,  not  even  gold  or  silver, 
represented  other  than  forms  of  earthly, 
human  government,  so  the  stone  was  the 
symbol,  not  of  a  kingdom  in  heaven  among 
spirits,  but  of  a  kingdom  on  earth  among 
men.  The  stone  was  an  earthly  symbol 
of  earthly  affairs  administered  by  different 
hands  and  under  different  conditions  from 
those  represented  by  the  image. 

In  the  toe  or  clay  stage  of  the  image, 
human  government  is  broken,  divided, 
scattered  and  diffused,  until  every  man  or 
subject  receives  a  measure  of  authority,  and 
to  the  same  extent  becomes  a  sovereign.  In 
the  stone  kingdom,  the  broken  and  pulverized 
fragments  of  authority  will  be  gathered, 
united,  compacted,  centralized,  solidified  and 
made  uniform,  universal  and  permanent. 
The  crown  must  be  recovered  from  the  weak, 
ignorant  and  unstable  children  of  men,  and 
be  placed  on  the  head  of  the  strong  and 
righteous  Son  of  Man. 

The  beginning  of  this  kingdom  will  be 
small,  without  outward  show,  unnoticed  and 
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unheeded  by  the  world.  Excepting  the  very 
few  who  are  watching,  even  Christians  will 
be  unaware  of  the  approach  and  early 
developments  of  that  kingdom  for  the  coming 
of  which  they  have  prayed  for  nearly  nineteen 
hundred  years.  The  metallic  lustre  of  the 
world's  showy  and  unholy  glories  has  so  long 
dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  worldly  minded  that 
they  are  unable  to  see  and  appreciate  the 
''precious  stone''  that  is  stronger  than  brass 
and  more  lustrous  than  silver  and  gold. 

"A  stone  was  cut  out  without  hands." — 
Dan.  2:34.  The  image  was  constructed  by 
the  hands  of  man;  it  was  the  product  of 
human  policy,  labor  and  warfare.  The 
golden  head  was  placed  in  position  by  the 
united  military  forces  of  Babylon  and  Media. 
The  breast  and  arms  were  set  into  their  place 
by  the  ingenuity,  perseverance  and  sword  of 
Cyrus  of  Persia.  The  belly  and  thighs  were 
formed  and  attached  to  the  upper  members 
by  the  impetuous  daring  and  resistless  sword 
of  Alexander  of  Macedon.  The  legs  and 
feet  were  appended  by  the  invincible  Roman 
armies  and  the  toes  developed  by  the  hordes 
from  beyond  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine. 
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But  how  differently  is  the  kingdom  of 
Messiah  prepared  and  set  up.  No  heavy 
tread  of  marching  armies  is  heard;  no  ghtter 
of  clashing  swords  is  seen;  the  eye  is  not 
dazzled  by  pomp  or  pageantr)^;  the  ear  is  not 
deafened  by  the  din  of  battle.  Silently  and 
unseen  by  all  save  the  Captain  of  the  Lord's 
hosts,  one  by  one  those  who  are  to  wield  the 
power  that  is  to  be  are  gathered  out  from 
every  kingdom  and  nation  and  people  under 
heaven.  All  unknown  to  the  world,  and 
each  unknown  to  the  other,  each  is  drilled 
separately,  disciplined,  instructed,  tried  and 
approved,  and  then  laid  away  in  death  to 
await  the  first  resurrection  and  the  exaltation 
to  follow.  By  patient  endurance  in  the  war- 
fare of  the  cross,  and  by  faithfulness  unto 
death  in  the  Master's  service,  they  will  gain 
the  crown  and  the  glory  when  the  sons  of 
God  are  manifested.  "And  the  time  came 
when  the  saints  possessed  the  kingdom." 

Not  by  human  power  are  the  members  of 
the  coming  kingdom  developed  or  is  the 
administration  of  its  government  organized 
and  put  in  operation,  but  by  the  quiet  and 
hidden  forces  of  the   spirit  of  the   Lord    is 
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this  mighty  work  accomplished.  The  king- 
doms that  the  hands  of  men  have  built  must 
pass  away,  but  the  kingdom  that  God  will 
set  up  under  Jesus  the  Anointed  and  his 
bride,  the  Church — the  completed  Stone — 
will  stand  forever. 

The  stone  ^^  smote  the  image."  The 
kingdom  which  the  God  of  heaven  will  set 
up  will  smite  as  one,  with  one  mighty  blow, 
all  the  forms  of  earthly  government  which 
the  hands  of  man  have  constructed.  Earth's 
empires  have  run  their  course:  only  a  few 
more  pages  of  their  dark  history  remains  to 
be  written.  The  stone  is  preparing  to  smite; 
the  image  is  almost  ready  to  fall. 

Though  a  brighter  day  for  the  world  is 
soon  to  begin,  we  expect  a  dark  and  stormy 
time  before  the  day  fully  dawns.  We  believe 
that  it  will  be  the  time  spoken  of  by  the 
prophet  Daniel:  "There  shall  be  a  time 
of  trouble,  such  as  never  was  since  there 
was  a  nation  even  to  that  same  time." — 
Dan.  12: 1. 

In  the  passing  of  the  dominion  of  all  the 
earth  into  the  hands  of  ''him  whose  right  it 
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is/'  there  will  be,  it  is  foretold,  a  dreadful 
display  of  the  spirit  and  power  of  "the  prince 
of  this  world,''  manifested  through  the 
nations  whom  he  has,  all  along,  sought  to 
control.  But  his  last  desperate  effort  will 
be  all  in  vain.  A  graphic  description  of 
the  outcome  is  given  in  Psalm  2.  First  the 
Psalmist   prophetically   says : — 

''Why  do  the  nations  rage,  and  the  people 
meditate  a  vain  thing  ?  The  kings  of  the 
earth  set  themselves,  and  the  rulers  take 
counsel  together,  against  Jehovah,  and  against 
his  Anointed  [saying],  'Let  us  break  their 
bonds  asunder,  and  cast  away  their  cords 
from  us.'  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  will 
laugh:  the  Lord  will  have  them  in  derision. 
Then  will  he  speak  unto  them  in  his 
wrath,  and  vex  them  in  his  sore  displeasure: 
'Yet  I  have  set  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill  of 
Zion.'  " 

Then  our  Lord  is  represented  as  saying : — 
"  'I  will  tell  of  the  decree:  Jehovah  said 
unto  me.  Thou  art  my  son;  this  day  have  I 
begotten  thee.  Ask  of  me,  and  I  will  give 
thee  the  nations  for  thine  inheritance,  and 
the    uttermost    parts    of   the    earth    for    thy 
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possession.  Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a 
rod  of  iron;  thou  shalt  dash  them  in  pieces 
Hke  a  potter's  vessel.'  " 

The  Psalmist  then  continues : — 
"Now  therefore  be  wise,  O  ye  kings:  be 
instructed,  ye  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve 
Jehovah  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling. 
Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish 
in  the  way,  for  his  wrath  will  soon  be  kindled. 
Blessed  are  they  that  take  refuge  in  him." 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  picture  of  this 
"darkest  hour"  and  the  "dawn"  which  is 
soon  to  follow,  drawn  by  our  Lord  himself, 
in  Luke  21 :  25-28. 

"Upon  the  earth  distress  of  nations,  in 
perplexity  for  the  roaring  of  the  sea  and  the 
billows."  The  turbulence  of  the  masses  of 
mankind,  threatening  the  overthrow  and 
engulfment  of  the  social  fabric;  discontent, 
clamor  and  revolution,  leading  on  perhaps 
to  anarchy. 

"  Men  fainting  for  fear,  and  for  expectation 
of  the  things  which  are  coming  on  the  world." 
Is  not  the  beginning,  at  least,  of  this  condition 
quite    manifest    in    these    days  ?     A   leading 
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statesman  of  Europe  is  quoted  as  saying 
recently:  "There  never  was  in  the  history  of 
the  world  so  threatening  and  overpowering  a 
preparation  for  war.  That  is  a  sign  which, 
I  confess,  I  regard  as  most  ominous.  With- 
out any  tangible  reason,  we  see  the  nations 
preparing  new  armaments — pihng  up  these 
enormous  preparations  as  if  for  some  great 
Armageddon — and  yet  in  the  time  of  pro- 
foundest  peace.  I  feel  uneasy  at  the  outcome 
of  it  all,  and  wonder  where  it  will  stop.'^ 

"But  when  these  things  begin  to  come  to 
pass,  look  upj  and  lift  up  your  heads;  because 
your  redemption  draweth  nigh."  Let  us 
remember,  if  we  do  soon  find  things  all  around 
us  in  a  most  threatening  and  trying  condition, 
and  if  afflictions  seem  to  be  closing  in  upon 
us,  that  all  this  our  Lord  foretold.  Let  us 
not  be  in  despair,  but  remember  that  the 
very  realization  of  this  predicted  state  of 
affairs  is  evidence  of  the  coming  of  the  brighter 
day. 

The  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand.  Yet  a 
little  while  longer  will  we  pray:  "Thy  king- 
dom come;  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven,'^   and  our  petition  will  be  fully 
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answered.  "A  king  shall  reign  in  right- 
eousness." Oppression  will  be  banished 
from  the  earth,  and  suffering  and  sorrow  will 
cease. 

The  long  night  of  weeping  will  soon 
be  over;  the  morning  of  joyful  song  is  draw- 
ing near.  The  Lord  Jesus  comes  quickly 
to  claim  his  waiting  bride,  to  deliver  the 
groaning  creation,  and  to  bless  all  the 
nations,  families  and  kindreds  of  the  earth. 
"Hail,  happy  day!" 


**  The  flush  of  morn  is  on  the  mountains. 
To  drive  away  the  night  of  sin. 
Lift  up  your  heads,  O  hindering  portals. 
And  let  the  King  of  Glory  in ! 

**The  flush  of  morn  is  on  the  mountains. 
And  onward  steals  to  farthest  plain. 
Awake,  O  earth!  the  day  is  dawning; 
He  comes  whose  right  it  is  to  reign. 

'*  Though  round  about  him  clouds  and  darkness 
Obscure  the  beams  of  dawming  day. 
Above  the  clouds,  upon  the  mountains. 
The  watchers  see  the  morning  ray. ' ' 
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